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° . — 
here, there isa like necessity that we should econ- 
omize our time, and I trust a disposition will be 
made of this resolution, 


Mr. FESSENDEN. 


here long enough to know the reasons of my own 
action, and therefore I shall insist upon my mo- 
tion. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The Senator from Maine 
seems to evince a good deal of feeling in regard 
to this matter. It seems to me it Is a question 
that could be safely left to the judgment of the 
majority of the Senate. — I have voted, and shall 
continue to vote, for this adjournment, because 
from my experience as a member of the other 
House { have never known any good to result 
from an attempt to hold sessions during the Christ- 
mas holidays. The proposition of the gentleman 


I would suggest to the | 
honorable Senator from Virginia that | have been | 


from Virginia is to adjourn from Monday next | 


until Thursday week, which is over the holidays, 
and I think there is one example at least of that 
kind of adjournment. 


passed adjourning over for ten days. 1] am sure 


Two years ago, if I am | 
not very much mistaken, a joint resolution was 


there was one example of that kind, though I do | 


notremember theexacttime. Now if there is any 
pressing business; if Senators can say there is 
anything that requires our attendance here, | shall 
remain here faithfully. 
or they cannot say there is any business, I think 
we might as well spend the holidays where we 
choose, either at home or here. If the Senator 
from Massachusetts [Mr. Sumner] will say that 
there is anything that will require our attention, 
as a matter of course we shall remain. 
rate the question is one that ought to be decided 
by the majority of the Senate without further de- 
bate, and it seems to me without further delay. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Senator from Ohio has 
made an appeal to me, and | answer it. Person- 


At any | 


If they say there is not, | 


ally, 1 should be glad to have an adjournment | 


over. I would like a relief or a respite from the 
duties here; but, with my knowledge of the public 
business, | do not think that the Senate ought to 
take it. 
House; but we all know that there is business in 
our executive session which may require the at- 
tendance of the Senate when the ty 

sentatives may be away. 
say that it will be so, but it is among the possi- 
bilities that it may. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
the motion to postpone the resolution until to- 
morrow. 

The question being put, there were on a divis- 
ion—ayes 16, noes 18; no quorum voting. 

_ Mr. FOSTER. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 

Mr. DIXON. Is it in order to move now that 


when the Senate adjourn to-day it be to meet on 
Monday next? 


The VICE PRESIDENT. An ad- 


It is not. 


journment is called for, and the question is on that 


motion, 

_The motion was agreed to; there being on a 
division—ayes 20, noes 14; and 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 19, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 
Phe Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
APPOINTMENT OF A COMMITTEE. 


Mr. BAKER asked leave to offer the following 


resolution: 





Resolved, That the Speaker be authorized to appoint the | 


committee on the part of the House under the joint resolu- 
tion of the Senate and House of Representatives to investi- 
gate the conduct of the present war. 


Mr. HOLMAN. Is there any necessity for the | 


adoption of such a resolution ? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks there is 


not. The rule provides for the appointment of 
committees. 


ouse of Repre- | 
I do not undertake to | 


Prayer | 


1 do not undertake to speak for the other | 


SE 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1861. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 


Mr. SHERMAN asked leave to offer the fol- | 


lowing resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be, 
and are hereby, authorized to employ a clerk at the usual 
rate of compensation. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Has there been 
heretofore a clerk employed by that committee? 

Mr. SHERMAN. I understand so. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
last Congress? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is so informed. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
tion where the usage has been to employ clerks. 
Otherwise I do. 


There being no objection, the resolution was | 


offered and agreed to. 


TRANSPORTATION OF WAR MUNITIONS. 


Was there at the 


I make no objec- | 


Mr. ARNOLD, by unanimous consent, offered || 


the following resolution; which was read, consid- 
ered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 


furnish to this House the cost of transportation of Army ord 
nance and munitions of war to that portion of the country 
west of the Alleghanies since the Ist of May last; that he 


| be requested to give, as far as practicable, a detailed state 


ment showing the places from which ordnance, arins, and 
munitions have been transported, and the cost, by rail and 
by water, of such transportation. 


MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 
Mr. NOELL asked leave to offer the following 
resolution: 
Resolved, ‘That the Speaker of the House of Representa- 


tives be, and is hereby, directed to certify the mileage of | 
members and delegates tor the present session of Congress | 


for payment according to law. 


Mr. ALLEN called for the regular order of 


| business. 


BOUNTY TO SOLDIERS. 


The SPEAKER announced as the business in 
order the consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 135) 
to amend the act of July 20, 1861, granting a 
bounty of $100 to certain soldiers who have en- 
listed in the armies of the United States; the ques- 


tion being on the motion to recommit with the | 


following instructions: 
To include in its provisions the soldiers who were en- 
listed under the first call of the President of the United 


States, and were honorably discharged by reason of wounds 
or disability. 


On which the main question was ordered. 
Mr. EDWARDS. Is the question divisible? 

The SPEAKER. It is not. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont, called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bassitt and 
ALLEN were appointed. 

Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I move to lay the 
whole subject on the table. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I ask the permission of 
the House to ask a question. 

There was no objection. 


Mr. McKNIGHT. I desire to ask the gentle- 


man who is moving inthis matter, whether a sol- 


dier who has been in the three months’ service, 
and has been disabled by wounds or otherwise, 
is not now entitled to a pension? 

Mr. HOLMAN. lask the unanimous consent 
of the House to answer the question. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I answer the question in the 
affirmative. A soldier who has served under the 
three months’ call and who has been wounded, 
is entitled, as I understand, by the construction 
placed on the old laws, toa pension. So is he 
under the act which it is proposed here to amend. 
The only effect of the proposed amendment is to 
place the soldiers first enlisted on the same footing 
as others. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. As to bounty? 

Mr. HOLMAN. Yes. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont _I desire to ask 
a question of the gentleman from Indiana. 

lhe SPEAKER. The gentleman can only pro- 
ceed by unanimous consent. 

No objection was made. 





| will permit me 


stances. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 











New Senies.....No. 10. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to ask 
the gentleman how much money it will take out 
of the Treasury to pay the bounty which he pro- 
poses in his amendment? 


Mr. HOLMAN. If I am permitted to answer 


| I will say that | have no information as to how 


many soldiers have been disabled in service since 
the 12th of April last, or who have been honor- 
ably discharged in consequence of wounds re- 
ceived or sickuess incurred in the service, and can- 
not, therefore, answer how much will be taken 
from the Treasury if the billand amendment pass. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. i desire to say 


that I am informed that about eighty-three or 


| eighty-four thousand men were drawn out under 


the proclamation of the President calling for three 
months’ enlistments. It will therefore take from 
eight to nine million dollars to comply with the 
requirements of the gentleman’s amendment, 
Mr. HOLMAN. I hope the House will permit 
me to say that my friend from Vermont is labor- 
ing under a very great mistake as to the nature of 
myamendment. The bill itself only proposes to 
give bounty to those who are disabled in service, 
and who are, under the construction given to the 
existing law, entitled to a pension. It applies 
really to the class of persons contemplated by the 
act of the last session, giving $100 bounty to those 
who have been in service for as long as two years, 
for the men so disabled were enlisted fortwo years 
or more. The effect of the amendment is simply 
to confer the same bounty upon those who were 


| enlisted for three months who were wounded or 


disabled in service under precisely similar cireum- 
In other words, I think a soldier in the 
three months’ service, who is honorably dis- 
charged in consequence of wounds or disability 
incurred, is entitled to the same rights, and should 
receive the same bounty, as the soldier enlisted for 
the war who is discharged for wounds or disabil- 


ities similarly incurred in service. I propose to 


| place these two classes of persons on precisely the 


same footing. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I desire to know 
of the gentleman from Indiana, if the House will 
indulge me, whether his proposition includes the 
giving of $100 bounty to the three months’ volun- 
teers, or whether it extends only to giving the 
bounty to those who have been disabled in the 
service ? 

Mr. HOLMAN. [trust I will be allowed to 
answer that question, as I can do in very few 
words. As I have already stated, the bill which 
is now pending gives a bounty of $100 to such of 
the soldiers who enlisted for two years or more, 
as before the expiration of two years have been 
disabled in battle, or discharged from service in 
consequence of sickness incurred while in the ser- 
vice. The bill passed at the last session of Con- 
gress applied only to those who shall have been 


| in service for the full term of two years; it does 


not include those who have been disabled in ser- 


| vice, and discharged before the expiration of the 


full term of two years. The bill now under con- 
sideration confers the same right to bounty upon 


| those enlisted for two years or more who shall 


have become disabled in service and discharged 
before the term of two years. My amendment 
provides that those who shall have enlisted for 
three months, but have become sick or disabled 
in the service, and are honorably discharged in 
consequence thereof, shall also receive the same 
bounty—that the two classes shall be placed upén 
the same footing. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. We have already 
postponed until the first Monday in January a 
bill providing bounty to all who have been hon- 
orably discharged from service. This bill seems 


| to provide for the same thing, and, I think, should 
| take the same course. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 
measure. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I desire also to ask the gen- 
tleman from Indiana one question, if the House 
Lask him whether the law of 
the last session gives $100 bounty to any except 
those who serve two years; or does it apply also 


That is an entirely different 


to the heirs of those who were killed in battle 
within that time? 

Mr. HOLMAN. I understand the construction 
which has been placed upon that act to be this: 
if a soldier is discharged from service in conse- 


quence of disability incurred subsequent to enter- | 


ing the service, before the « xpiration of two years, 
he is not entitled to the bounty, but if he is slain 
in battle, then his widow or heirs are entitled to 
receive the bounty. 

Mr. EDWARDS. I wish now to ask the gen- 
tleman from Indiana whether the bill introduced 
and passed in the last session of Congress, giving 
$100 bounty to those who shall have been in the 
service two years or more, had not for its object 
the raising of an army for the war? If it had been 
intended to apply to the three months’ men, it 
would not have been qualified so as expressly to 
exclude them. I desire to say thatthe very terms 
of that bill show that the three months’ men were 
expressly intended to be excluded. 
shows that these men enlisted for a short period 
were in consideration, and were not overlooked 
by accident. The language of the bill confines its 


benefits to those who have served the full period of 


two years, and to the heirs of those slain 1n battle. 

Mr. HOLMAN. That is the construction 
placed upon the bill of the last session. The bill 
now before the House, however, extends the pro- 
visions of that law to those enlisted fortwo years 
who shall have been honorably discharged from 
the service in consequence of wounds received or 
sickness incurred while in service, and what I 
desire to do now is to place the three months’ 
men who shall have been so honorably discharged 
upon the same footing. I see no reason why we 
should discriminate in favor of one class and 
against the other. 

Mr.EDWARDS. The gentleman then admits 
the proposition I suggested. Now, sir, I do not 
hold that this session of Congress is bound by 
what the last session did; but I do say that this 
omission was not then a matter of oversight at all, 
and the question now is whether we shall still 
further deplete the Treasury to the extent of 
five or six million dollars by giving a gratuity to 
men who have no claims upon us whatever. I 
am ready to go as far as anybody can to fulfill all 
the promises of thi : encourage- 
ment held out by the Government to secure an 
army; but I do not think we ought to go further 
than the promises we have made extend. 

Mr. ALLEN. I desire to say to the gentleman 
from Indiana that it seems to me the instructions 
which he are inconsistent with 
amendment which is reported by the committee. 
This is predicated upon the fact that the law al- 
ready gives a bounty of $100 to those who have 
enlisted for three years, or during the war. 

Mr. TlIOLMAN. Who haveservedtwo years. 

Mr. ALLEN. Yes, sir; but no such bounty 
was provided for the three months’ men. The bill 
is intended to supply what was evidently intended 
by the act of the last session. No such bounty 
was certainly intended for the three months, and 
the amendment of the gentleman from Indiana is 
inconsistent with the purpose of the bill. This 
bill provides that those who are disabled in the 
service by wounds or otherwise shall receive the 
same bounty they would have received if they 
had served out their full terms. The three months’ 
men whoare thus disabled, if they had served out 
their full terms, would not have been entitled to 
bounty. It occurs to me, therefore, that the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Indiana,asI have said, 
1s inconsistent with the purport of the bill. 

Let me say further to the gentleman who last 
addressed the House, that 1 understand one of the 
objects of providing $100 bounty to anybody was 
to hold out an inducement to persons to enlist for 
three years or during the war. No such induce- 
ment was needed to be held out to the three months’ 
men, whose term of service had already expired. 
It was for this reason that the bounty was not 
made applicable to those called out under the first 
proclamation ofthe President. Itmay be claimed 
that the three months’men are entitled to pensions, 
but it certainly cannot be claimed that bounty was 
needed to induce them to enlist. It is certainly 
however proper that those who have enlisted for 
three years, but who have been compelled to seek 
discharge before the expiration of their term on 
account of wounds or disabilities incurred in the 
service, should receive the bounty they would have 


Government or 


proposes 


The bill itself 


the || 


|| received if they had served out their full period 


| of enlistment. 
Mr. HOLMAN. Mr. Speaker, I trust that I 
will not be deemed as unnecessarily occupying 
the time of the House on this question; and I 
shall now only attempt to reply to the remarks 

| submitted by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. At- 
LEN} inavery few words. The principle involved 
here certainly is a correct one so far as the amend- 

| ment is concerned, and that is that the soldiers of 
| the Republic shall be placed upon the same foot- 
ing, whether they served the country at one mo- 
ment of its embarrassmentand peril or atanother. 

I see there isa misapprehension felt on this point, 
and that Is 
yidiers now honorably discharged from service, 
but also to all the soldiers called out by the proc- 
lamation of the President to serve for three 
months. ‘That of course is not the case. 


| 
| 


that this bill applies not only to the | 


The | 


soldier who served out the term of three months | 


is entitled to no bounty, and receives no bounty 
by any act of Congress. The soldier enlisted for 
three years is entitled to a bounty of $100, pro- 
vided he served for aterm of two years. It is 


proposed to modify that, and to give to the soldier | 


who served for less than two years a bonus of 
$100. 
same terms and conditions, to apply the same 
principle to soldiers who enlisted on the first call 
of the President—that is to say, that the soldier 
| who enlisted under the first call is entitled to the 


All the amendment proposes is, on the | 


| same bonus as the soldier who enlisted under the | 


last call by virtue of the legislation of the first ses- 
sion of Congress. I insist that all the soldiers of 
the Republic shall be treated equally; and even 


if this amendment be adopted, there is a discrim- | 


ination against those who served the country 
under the first call. They received the very insig- 
nificant sum of eleven dollars a month, while the 
soldiers now in service under the act to which this 
bill applies receive an additional sum of two dol- 
lars, or thirteen dollars a month. So, then, if 
there was any argument more cogent in favor of 
one proposition than another, it is in favor of ap- 
plying this bounty to the soldiers first enlisted in 
consequence of their receiving a less compensation 
from the Government. These soldiers, on the one 
side or the other, are not to be regarded as mer- 
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| 


cenaries. What I protestagainst is, that the Com- | 


mittee on Military Affairs should seek to place 
the one class upon a different footing as to com- 
pensation from those who were enlisted at a differ- 
ent time. All L ask is equal-handed justice on the 
| part of the Republic towards its brave defenders. 
Mr. FENTON. I wish to request my friend 


from Indiana not to omit to state to the House | 


that this bounty proposed for the three months’ 

men who were disabled in the service is in addi- 
| tion to the pensions which are now allowed to 
| them bylaw. Ido not want him to omit that fact 

in his statement to the House. 
| Mr. HOLMAN. 
listed under the first or second call, and disabled 
and honorably discharged, are entitled to a pen- 
sion. That principle applies to both classes of 
soldiers, just as I propose this bonus shall apply. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
motion to lay upon the table. 

The question was taken on the motion to re- 
commit the bill to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
53, nays 56; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Ancona, Arnold, Joseph Baily, 
Baker, Beaman, Bingham, Jacob B. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, 
Blake, Chamberlin, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe 
Conkling, Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, Edgerton, Goodwin, Gri- 
der, Hale, Harrison, Uolman, Kuapp, Lansing, Law, La- 
zear, McKnight, McPherson, Mitchell, Moorhead, Morris, 
Noble, Odell, Perry, Timothy G. Phelps, Porter, Potter, 
Robinson, Sargeant, Shellabarger, Sherman, Shiei, Sloan, 
Smith, John B. Steele, Vandever, Wallace, Wheeler,Wha- 
ley, Albert 8S. White, Wilson, and Windom—53 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alley, Babbitt, Biddle, Francis P. 
Blair, William G. Brown, Butfinton, Burnham, Calvert, 
Clark, Cobb, Cooper, Cuter, Davis, Diven, Edwards, Eliot, 
English, Fenton, Fouke, Franchot, Frank, Granger, Llard- 
ing, Hickman, Hutchins, Julian, Leary, Lovejoy, Mallory, 
Maynard, Anson P. Morrill, Justin S. Morrill, Noell, Nugen, 
Pike, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Sedgwick, Spauld- 
ing, William G. Steele, Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, 
Train, Trimble, Upton, Vallandigham, Van Horn, Wads- 
| worth, Wall, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Webster, Chilton 

A. White, Wickliffe, and Woodruff—S6. 

So the House refused to recommit the bill. 

During the call, 

Mr. CRAVENS, not being within the bar when 
his name was called, asked leave to vote. 


| Objection was made. 


That is that the soldiers en- 


I withdraw the | 


December 19, 


Mr. CRAVENS would have voted in the affirm- 
ative. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. ALLEN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the House refused to recommit the bill; 
and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM TILE PRESIDENT. 

A message in writing was received from the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Nicoxay, 
his Private Secretary. 

BOUNTY TO SOLDIERS—AGAIN. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I desire to ask 
leave of the House to give some information which 
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Houtman] did 
not give. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have it in an 
unofficial shape—yet I think that it is accurate— 
that the number discharged daily for some disa- 
bility amounts now to about fourhundred. Itis 
a fact, Mr. Speaker, that many of the men who 
have been enlisted in the Army of the United 
States were unfit for service at the time of their 
enlistment—the surgeons not having done their 
duty in passing them. These men come here, 
really never having performed any service, and 
obtain such certificates as will entitle them to pay 
for life. Under these circumstances, I think that 
we ought to be somewhat cautious about passing 
such a bill as this. I move, therefore, that the 
bill be laid upon the table. 

Mr. ALLEN. Let me correct the gentleman. 
This bill, Mr. Speaker, simply provides for such 
soldiers as are disabled in the service—those who 
were mustered into the service and discharged be- 
cause of inability; those who were unfit for service 
when they were mustered into service are not in- 
cluded in the provisions of this amendment. It 
simply includes those who were discharged be- 
cause of disability incurred in the service, and not 





| because of disabilities which might have existed 


at the time of enlistment. 
Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I am informed 


that very many men have been discharged from 


| service who ought not to have been discharged, 


but who are fit forservice. There is notoriously 
great abuses in discharging men from the service. 
If we are to go on in this way why not go back 
and give the men, who years ago only received 
seven dollars a month, this same sum of thirteen 
dollars a month? I think that this bill ought to 
be laid upon the table. 

Mr. FENTON. Iask the gentleman from Ver- 
mont to modify his motion, and move that the 
further consideration of the bill be postponed until 
the second Tuesday of February next. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. I have no ob- 
jection to modify my motion. 

TheSPEAKER. The main question has been 
ordered, and a motion to postpone is notin order. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. Linsist, then, on 
my motion to lay upon the table. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, demanded the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was put to the House; and, ona 
division, there were—ayes 63, noes 21; no quorum 
voting. 

‘The SPEAKER ordered tellers, and appointed 
Messrs. ALLey and CHAMBERLIN. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes eighty-four, noes not counted. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 

CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 

The SPEAKER announced, as the committee 
on the part of the House to inquire into the con- 
duct of the war, Messrs. Goocu of Massachu- 
setts, Covope of Pennsylvania, Juvian of Indi- 
ana, and Ope. of New York. 

REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The SPEAKER also appointed the following 
members as regents of the Smithsonian Institu- 
tion, on the part of the House: Messrs. Co.Frax 


of Indiana, McPuerson of Pennsylvania, and 
Cox of Ohio. 


SEA-COAST FORTIFICATIONS, ETC. 
The SPEAKER also laid before the House & 


message from the President, transmitung copies 
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of the correspondence between the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of War, and the Governor of 
the State of Maine, on the subject of the fortifica- 
tion of the sea-coast and lakes; which was referred 
to the Committee of Waysand Means, and ordered 
to be printed. 

FORTIFICATION BILL. 

Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
and Means, reported a bill making appropriations 
for the construction, preservation, and repair of 
certain fortifications and other works of defense 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1863; and 
additional appropriations for the year ending 30th 
of June, 1862; which was read a first and second 
time, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 

CITY RAILWAY. 

Mr. STEVENS, previous notice having been 
given, introduced a bill to incorporate the Wash- 
ington and Georgetown Railroad Company; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

COURTS-MARTIAL. 


On motion of Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, the 
Speaker laid before the House Senate bill No. 83, 
relative to courts-martial in the Army; which was 
read a first and second time by its title, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs, 


ALLOTMENT CERTIFICATES. 


By unanimous consent, also, a bill (S. No. 84) 
to provide for allotment certificates among the vol- 
unteers was taken from the Speaker’s table, read 
a first and second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. 


MILITARY AND MAIL ROAD.. 


Mr. WRIGHT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to establish a military and mail road; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I call for the reg- 


ular order of business. 


IRON-CLAD GUNBOATS. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order is the con- 


sideration of the unfinished report from the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, being House bill No. 153, 
to authorize the construction of twenty iron-clad 
steam gunboats, The pending question is upon 
the amendment “offered by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. VaALLANDIGHAM. } 

The amendment was read, as follows: 

Provided, That where said vessels are built by contract, 
the cost of each shail not exceed $580,000. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I proposeto modify 
my amendment as follows: strike out of the bill 
the words ** by contract or otherwise, as he shall 
deem best for the public interest,’’ and modify the 
proviso so that it shall read as follows: 

Provided, Said gunboats shall be constructed at the public 
navy-yards so far as practicable, or otherwise by coutract 
or public letting, to be advertised at least ten days previous 
to the letting in two newspapers in the cities of Boston, 
New York, Philadeiphia, and Baltimore. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It may be a matter of some 
moment that the Secretary of the Navy should be 
able to take action upon this matter at the earliest 
possible moment; and inasmuch as the bidding 
will most likely come from one of the cities named, 
the newspapers of which have a general circula- 
tion, J suggest that the gentleman should reduce 
the time of advertisement from ten to five days. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If five days is 
thought, by gentlemen familiar with the matter, 


sufficient, I have no objection to reducing the 
time. 


Mr. SEDGWICK _ It would be impossible to 
build these vessels under the requirements of that 
amendment. The great difficulty in their con- 
Struction at an early day is in finding manufac- 
turers who can furnish the iron with which they 
are to be encased. It probably would be impos- 
sible for the manufacturers of iron in this coun- 
try to supply all the iron within twelve months. 

t requires iron of a particular description—ham- 
mered iron of very large size; and upon commu- 
nicating with the iron manufacturers of this 
country, it has been ascertained that it would be 
impossible to furnish the whole of it within twelve 
months. It will therefore be necessary that this 
iron, in part, should be bought abroad. The de- 











'| laying the building of these vessels for twelve 


months would defeat the purposes entirely for 
which they are intended. If they are to be of any 
service, it is necessary that they should be had 
soon; and therefore it is necessary, if we desire 


'} that this bill should be passed in such a shape as 


to be efficient and of service to the country, that 
it should pass substantially in the shape in which 
it was reported by the committee. No single con- 
tractor undertaking to construct, in the whole, one 
of these gunboats could furnish it to the Gov- 


| ernment within the time required; and so it is 


necessary that, instead of building the vessels by 
contract, after advertisement, by which one per- 


son shall undertake the whole of a vessel, we | 


must purchase the iron where it can be found, 
secure it where it is to be had; we must furnish 


| the engines from one set of contractors, and the 


hulls from others; and so it must be let piece- 


| meal; and the amendment would defeat the whole 


purpose of the bill. Therefore, 1 object to the 
amendment as being probably intended, at least 
it will have the ¢ ffect, to destroy entirely the effi- 


ciency of the Navy. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. As to the effect 


| which this amendment would have upon the prop- 


osition the House must judge. As to the inten- 
tion, there is none other than that which concerns 
the public interest, and as the gentleman has qual- 
ified the remark, of course I can take no exception 


| toit. Lam informed that there are no mills in 


| the United States that can furnish this iron, and 


probably it cannot be procured under eighteen | 


months, and I cannot see how that time can be 


extended by requiring ten days’ notice, and the | 
letting the contract upon published advertisement. || : 1 : 
| by the Committee on Naval Affairs and by the 


The contractors will have abundant opportunity 
to ascertain where they can find the iron, and if 
it cannot be found in the United States it must be 


had elsewhere. The entire effect and purpose of | 


the amendment is to secure the country against 
extravagance or fraud or favoritism. Now, the 
gentleman from New York has, in my judgment, 
entirely failed to show that by inserting this pro- 
viso there will be any time wnatever lost. If the 


iron cannot be found here the contractors will 


have to find it elsewhere. He proposes that it 
shall be done by contract. The only amendment 


I suggest is as to the mode of making that con- | 


tract, requiring at the same time that, so far as 
practicable, these gunboats shall be constructed 
in the public navy-yards. ‘Thatis right. Forthat 


. | 
| object these yards were constructed and have been | 


| kept up at an enormous expenditure for many 
years. Butin consideration of the importance of 
having these gunboats builtas speedily as possible, 
we propose to go outside of these yards, and make 
contracts for their construction with private per- 
sons; and now the simple question is, whether you 
willallow unlimited discretion tothe Navy Depart- 
ment in making the contracts, both as regards 
price and persons, or whether you will fix the 
limitation proposed in my amendment—namely, 
| that there should be a public competition among 
all the shipbuilders in the United States, or at least 
thosein the neighborhood of the cities named? 
ENROLLED BILL. 

Mr. GRANGER, from the Committee on En- 
| rolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled ** An act 
to promote the efficiency of the Navy;’’ when the 
Speaker signed the same. 


IRON-CLAD STEAMERS—AGAIN. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM, (resuming.) There 
is no time limited in the bill as reported by the 
| Committee on Naval Affairs. Thelimitation arises 

from the necessities of the case; from the difficulty 
| of obtaining materials. For the purposes for 


| which these boats are to be used, there is, in my | 


judgment, the most overruling necessity that they 
should be constructed as soon as possible; and 
they will be needed in case of the occurrence with 
a foreign Power of the war which seems impend- 
ing over us; and in reference to questions of that 
kind no man in this House will go further than [ 
will in the support of this Administration in the 
voting of men and money, and of all other means, 
| for the vigorous and successful prosecution of that 
| war, if itcannot be honorably averted. If it can 
| be, then I am of that number who desire to see no 
war at home orabroad. But rather than sacrifice 
honor, rather than compromise the dignity of this 
country, rather than yield principles which we 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 14 





| havemaintained for years and years together, tam 


ready to meet the combined hostility of the whole 
world; and that [ believe is the sentiment of the 
American people. ‘Therefore it is, that while I 
am anxious that these boats shall be built as 
speedily as possible—and more than that, that 
gunboats shall be placed upon the western lakes, 
where we want them to-day, and that bills will 
be introduced for that purpose—I am anxious 
that they shall be built, with a view to the public 
interest, with as much economy as possible. 

I trust, therefore, that the proposed amendment 
will receive the consideration of the House in the 
spiritin which itis submitted, butespecially upon 
the merits on its face. ’ 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I rise toa question 
of privilege. JT ask that the rule in relation to the 
admission of persons upon this floor may be en- 
forced. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair directs the Door- 
keeper to see that the rules of the House, in that 
respect, are strictly enforced, 

Mr. DAWES. [Lrise to inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs whether, 
under this bill, it is intended to build gunboats 


| differing in character from the one now building 


at Mystic, Connecticut? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. It is. 

Mr. DAWES. In what respects are these to 
differ from the one now building at Mystic? 

Mr.SEDGWICK. These boats are to be built 
upon an entirely new plan, and differing from any 
now being built. The details and specifications 
I do not deem it prudent to disclose, even if I had 
the means of stating particularly how they are 
to be built. The plan has been well considered 
Navy Department, and is novel somewhat in the 
construction of vessels; but it would not subserve 
the public interest to tell exactly how the vessels 
are to be built. I should not feel competent to 
alter the mode of construction, that having been 
settled by a board of naval officers; and I do not 
believe the House would undertake to do so. 

Mr. DAWES. Perhaps my friend can give us 
the contract under which that one is being built 


| at Mystic, and then we may be able to judge of 


the best method of building these. I have some 
knowledge of the building of the iron-clad gun- 
boat, as it is called, at Mystic, and | wish the 
House might have the benefit of the contract un- 
der which it is being built, if it is in the power of 
the gentleman from New York to give it to us, 
and if it would not interfere with the public in- 
terest. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. We have had some expe- 


rience, Mr. Speaker, in building vessels by con- 


| tract. The Pensacola, now lying opposite Alex- 


andria, affords an instance of the beauty of building 
vessels by contract. A contract was made for put- 


| ting the engines in nearly two years ago, and she 


now lies unfinished in the Potomac. They have 
adopted measures to bring the contractor to a close 
of his contract by getting him upon the vessel 
and keeping him there as a prisoner; and in that 
way they may bring the thing to a close some 
time during the existence of the war. (Laughiter.] 

Now, I undertake to say that there has not been 
a vessel let at public letting, where the contractors 
were to complete the whole of it, that has not cost 
a great deal more than similar vessels constructed, 
as far as has been possible, in the navy-yards. But 


| here is a case in which they are required to resort 


to extraordinary measures to bring these vessels 
to a speedy completion. You cannotcontract un- 


| der asystem of public lettings, because there is no 


contractor who, within the five days proposed by 
the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hoiman,] or 
the ten days proposed by the gentleman from 
Ohio, [Mr. VaLtanpicHaM,] can begin to ascer- 
tain the cost of the iron plating. He cannot find 
out where he can get it in ten days. It is to be 
purchased, in great part, fh the markets of the 
world, and cannot be manufactured at home, The 
whole force of the iron manufacturers of this coun- 
try could not furnish these plates as early as they 
are required, 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Vattanpie- 
HAM] says that these vessels may be useful if they 
are not finished within a year, In some fancied 
contest which he supposes we are to engage in with 
one of the great nations of the world, Now, these 
vessels are not required for any such perenes: It 
did not enter into the design of the Department 
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They are required at 


in recommending them. 


home, for use here, and it is the latent intent to | 


embarrass the Department, according to the de- 
bate which we had here a day or two ago, in 
bringing this rebellion to aclose by means of these 
vessels. ‘That is the intention, and it is idle to 
talk about the use of these vessels to support the 
honor of the country in some foreign war. I hope 
and believe, sir, that no such foreign war is im- 
pending. If it is, I trust we shall meet it in a 
proper spirit when it comes; but 
casion; there has been no insult offered by this 
country of which any foreign nation can complain 
that aflords an occasion for war. No such thing 


there is no oc- 


has been done, and it is too late in the history of 


the world forcivilized nations to plunge into cause- 
less wars. We are to ¢ neagve in no such contest. 
We want these vessels for service at home, for 
the putting down of rebellion here, and if it is the 
purpose of the gentleman to embarrass the Depart- 
ment in this matter—— 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Iecall the gentle- 
man from New York to order. I desire to know 
if he intends to impute any such motive to me 
after the disclaimer I have made. I call him to 
order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state that it 
is not in order to refer to the motives of gentle- 
men. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. Ido not impeach the mo- 
tivesofthe gentlemanatall. I speak oftheintention 
expressed by the gentleman—the intention which 
he proclaimed the day before yesterday—-to ‘‘ em- 
barrass’’ the Navy Department. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That is to embar- 
rass it in the way of preventing frauds or extrav- 
agance, 

Mr. SEDGWICK. We all understand what 
embarrassing the Navy Department in these days 
means. The language is upon record. He said 
he intended to embarrass the Department. 

Gentlemen talk about constructing these vessels 
by contract on advertisement for lettings for five 
and ten days. That is the purport of this amend- 
ment to which I wish to call the attention of the 
House. | say it is not possible for any contractor 
to take the plans and examine them and satisfy 
himself what he can construct the vessels for in 
ten days. If we mean to have them built at all, 
we must leave it to the discretion of the Depart- 
ment to construct in the navy-yards such parts as 
can be done most speedily, and have done by con- 
tract all that they cannot supply themselves with 
in the navy-yards. If you change, substanually, 
those in the bill you make it entirely 
vorthless, and the Department is embarrassed not 
only in the construction of the vessels, but it is 
utterly embarrassed in its plan of overthrowing 
this rebellion and seizing the cities in the south- 
ern States by means uf these armed vessels. I 
demand the previous question. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask the gentleman to allow 
me to ask him a question? 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 
question for that purpose. 

Mr. STEVENS. I wish to know whether 
there is nota law of Congress which requires that 
there shall be an advertisement for lettings if the 
work is to be done by contract? I so under- 
stand it; and I want to know whether this bill 
intends to repeal that law so far as it regards the 
building of these vessels or the supplying of the 
boilers or beiler plates? I hope, if that is the in- 
tention, that the bill will not pass. I should like 
that all contracts should be given out according 
to that general law, although | know it has been 
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greatly disregarded, much to the detriment of the | 


yublic interests; during the last six months. I 
, > 


hope, therefore, that it will be understood whether 


that law is to be repealed by this bill. If it is to 
be, I shall vote for the amendment, for I believe 
the iron-masters of thjs country can furnish the 
iron, and I[ think that those who undertake to fur- 
nish the boilers and plates can, in ten or in twenty 
days, tell exactly what they will cost. I do not 
want these contracts given to friends, brothers, 
brothers-in-law, and persons of that kind, who 
get private contracts at twice the amount for which 
the werk could be done for at public letting. I 
renew the call for the previous question. 

Mr. SEDGWICK. 


desired an answer to his question? 


Mr. STEVENS. Certainly; I renewed the call || 


at the request of the gentleman, as I supposed. 


I withdraw the previous | 


The gentleman, perhaps, 
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Mr.SEDGWICK. I think the insinuation con- | 


tained in the last part of the gentleman’s question, | 


or speech, whichever it may be termed, 1s an un- 
worthy one to come from that source. I do be- 


lieve that there is a disposition on the part of the | 


Navy Department, and that it has been shown by 
acts which have become a part of the history of 


of the country, to employ the Navy in the prose- 
cution of this war in such a manner that no Rep- 


resentative of the people need be ashamed of it; | 


and if this war is to be brought to a termination I 
believe it will be brought to it by just such expe- 
ditions as have been set on foot by the Navy De- 
partment,and which are proposed to be prosecuted 
by the construction of these vessels. 


Now, in regard to the gentleman’s statementin | 


respect to the manufacture of iron, I have this to 
say: that long ago propositions have been sent to 
all the leading manufacturers of iron in the State 
which the gentleman in part represents,and in all 
the other iron manufacturing districts of the coun- 
try. Those gentleman have been in attendance 


here in the city of Washington, and what I state | 


is the result of information from them. 

Mr. STEVENS. Does not that refer simply 
to the plates to clothe the vessels, and not to the 
boilers, the machinery, and all that? 

Mr.SEDGWICK. ‘Thereis nodifficulty what- 
ever in obtaining all the materials for the construc- 
tion of these vessels save the iron for their pro- 
tection. These plates are to be very large,of the 
best quality of hammered iron, and so bent as to 
fit the model of a vessel. I repeat what I have 
said, that unless the Department is at liberty to 


procure the iron wherever it may be found, the 


vessels cannot be constructed, and you cannot 
find men in the country who, upon advertisement 
of five, ten, or twenty days, will undertake to 
clothe a single one of these gunboats with such 
an armor. — 

lt is not a thing possible to be done. If, there- 
fore, you mean to embarrass the Department by 
adopting an amendment of this kind, you might 
as well refuse to pass the bill at all, and refuse to 
give the Department leave to construct the vessels 
at all. In the bills which the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means will present to 
you this House will be asked to vote millions and 
hundreds of millions of dollars to support an 
Army which goes into winter quarters in summer 
weather, and does not move forward toward the 


enemy atall; while you are asked to refuse the | 


sum of $12,000,000 for the fitting out of naval ex- 
peditions that will penetrate into every harbor of 
the country that is occupied by the rebels. If we 


had these vessels now ready in our yards to send || 
out on expeditions, I would guaranty that there | 


is nota southern port where there is twelve feet 


of water on the bar that would not be in our pos- | 
session within the twelve months required to | 
It is the only way in which the | 


construct them. 
rebellion can be put down; and it is virtuall 
denying success to our arms to refuse to furnish 


the Navy Department with power to put these | 


vessels afloatat the very earliest moment at which 
they can be furnished. I now move the previous 
question, 

The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered; which was on the adoption | 


of the amendment. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM called for the yeas | 


and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed, and read 
a third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SEDGWICK moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved to 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ENFORCEMENT OF LAWS. 


Mr. NOELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill for the more convenient and effective 


enforcement of the laws of the United States con- | 
| cerning security to keep the peace, and for good 
| behavior; which was read a first and second time, 


and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITEEES 
The SPEAKER stated that the business next 


|; usual form. 


- - 











December 19, 


HENRY SAWYER. 
Mr. McKNIGHT, from the Committee on 





|| Foreign Affairs, reported a joint resolution author- 


izing Henry Sawyer to accepta medal; which was 
read a first and second time. 
The resolution authorizes Henry Sawyer, con- 


| | sul to Surinam, to accept a medal recently trans- 
the country,and a very glorious partof the history || 


mitted to him by the King of Holland, for an act 
of humanity in an effort to save the life of a sub. 
ject of that kingdom. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. This resolution is in the 
The medal was sent by the King of 
Holland a year or two since, and has been in the 
possession of Mr. Sawyer. Of course he has no 
right to accept it without leave. I believe the act 
in question was his plunging into the harbor of 
Paramaribo, to save the life of a subject of the 
King of Holland. 

The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time; and, being engrossed, it was 
accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


TREASURY AND CAPITOL EXTENSIONS. 


Mr. WALL, from the Committee on Expendi- 
tures on the Public Buildings, reported the follow- 


| ing resolution; which was read, considered, and 
| agreed to: 


Resulved, That the Committee on Expenditures on the 
Public Buildings be and are hereby instructed to inquire 
into the probable cost of the Treasury building extension 
and the Capitol extension, the manner in which the work 


| is done and is being executed, and whether the original de- 
| sigus are being carried out or not; and whether the several 
| contracts pertaining thereto are being faithfully performed ; 
| and also whether the same objects cannot be attained with 
| less expense to the Government; and also whether the ofi- 


cers of the Bureau of Construction are, in the judgment of 
the committee, qualified to discharge the duties thereof 


| properly, and whether they have done so or not; and that 
| said committee investigate and report to this House such 


facts in relation to the several matters referred to as they 
shall deem proper, and that they have power to send for 
persons and papers. 


DEAD LETTER OFFICE. 
Mr. COLFAX, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported a bill to pro- 
mote the efficiency of the dead letter office; which 


was read a first and second time. 
The bill authorizes the Postmaster General to 


| return all dead letters, except those containing cir- 


culars and other worthless matter, to their writers, 
whenever their names can be ascertained—all val- 
uable letters to be charged treble and all others 
double the ordinary rate of postage, to be collected 
from the writer. it also authoriZes the Postmas- 
ter General to employ not exceeding twenty-five 
additional clerks, at not exceeding $800 salary per 


| year; provided he is satisfied that the receipts for 


dead letter postage will amount to a sum suflicient 


| to pay their aggregate compensation, and shall 
| report at the next session of Congress the addi- 


tional income from that source, with its cost and 
its statistical results. 

Mr. COLFAX. This bill is reported in ac- 
cordance with the recommendation of the Post- 
master General, in his report. The committee 
consulted with him, and are satisfied that this meas- 
ure will not only be of benefit to the public, but 
will also swell the revenue of the Department. If 
any gentleman wish any further information in 
regard to it, | will give it to him. If the House is 
satisfied, I wish to have the bill put upon its 

assage. 

Mr. HOLMAN. What is to be the additional 
expense of the Post Office Department growing 
out of the measure? 

Mr. COLFAX. The effect wil} be to increase 


| the revenue instead of increasing the expense. 


Mr. HOLMAN. My colleague does not un- 
derstand my question. , 

Mr. COLFAX. Oh, yes. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Asto the increase of revenue, 
that is a matter of speculation. The question I 
ask is, what is to be the additional expense of the 
Department ? 


Mr. COLFAX. I will answer the question 
fully, so that the House may understand it. At 
the last session of Congress the Post Office Com- 
mittee reported a bill requiring a postage of three 
cents to be paid on valuable dead letters returned 
to their writers. They also reported another bill, 
which was passed by Congress, placing at the dis- 
posal of the Postmaster General the unclaimed 
ae arising from dead letters, which was pre- 
viously placed in the Treasury of the United 


in order was the call of committees fur reports. || States. I mean by that, the money which, on 
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being sent back to the post office where it was 
mailed, does not find its sender there, and is re- 
turned. That amounts to five or six thousand | 
dollarsa year. It was made use of by the dead 
letter department. The Department has, there- 
fore, tested that matter to that extent, and has | 
found that a very large proportion of letters—let- 
ters of business, letters of affection, letters of in- 
quiry—will be taken by the writers when returned 
to them, and the postage paid on them. Out of 
fifty-three thousand nine hundred and thirty-four 
dead letters thus returned, and not containing val- | 
uables, all were taken and postage paid upon them | 
except forty-four hundred and forty-six, being 
less than one twelfth ofthe whole. ‘There are two 
and a half million dead letters annually returned 
to the dead letter office. From three quarters of | 
a million to a million of these contain circulars or 
other worthless matter. These are not to be sent 
back. This will leave about a million and a half 
letters of ordinary correspondence that can be re- 
turned. On all of these that contain valuable mat- 
ter, a postage of nine cents is to be collected—one 
postage for the transmission of the letter to the 
dead letter office, one postage for the expense of | 
registering, and one for the return of the letter to 
the writer. Of course, all these letters will be | 
taken and paid for as containing valuable mat- 
ter. On all other returned letters double postage 
is to be charged—one being for the sending of the 
letter to the dead letter office, and the other for 
returning it to the writer. The Postmaster Gen- 
eral estimates that this increase upon the present 
postage will bring to the Department, on the 
one million one hundred and twenty-five thou- 
sand letters that will be taken out by the writers, 
$33,750. 

Now, sir, under this bill the estimate is that 
twenty-five extraclerks will be required to return | 
all the dead letters that may be received. The 
Postmaster General thinks he can employ men 
competent for this, about the lowest class of cler- 
ical service, for $800 each. This will involve an 
expenditure of $20,000 a year. At the present 
rates of letter postage, the letters returned, if three 
fourths of them are taken, would yield a revenue | 
of $13,750. But it will be remembered, thatthe | 
Postmaster General proposes, and this bill pro- | 
vides for doubling the rate of postage on all letters 
returned,and trebling it on letters containing val- 
uableinclosures. All the valuable letters will of 
course be taken if returned to the writers, and | 
from the experiment which has been tried within 
the last year, it is to be presumed the greater por- 
tion of the others will be taken out. It is, there- | 
fore, a matter of almost certainty that the effect | 
of the passage of this bill will be to give increased | 
revenues to the Department. I have now ex- | 
plained, I believe, the effect of the various provis- 
ions of the bill, butif any other gentleman desires 
to ask further questions, I will answer with great 
pleasure. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I wish toask the gentleman 
from Indiana what is the lowest salary now paid 
to clerks in the Post Office Depariment? 

Mr. COLFAX. The lowest salary now paid 
is $1,200. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I have been informed that 
clerks are employed in that Department as low as 
$600. 

Mr. COLFAX. I think not. It is a fact, how- 
ever, that in consequence of the increase of busi- 
ness in the Post Office Department—no additional 
force having been authorized by law for several 
years—they have been compelled to employ labor- | 
ers to open letters in the dead letter office, which 
is a mere mechanical operation, requiring no cler- 
ical skill. The salary of a laborer is $600, and I 
presume this is to what the gentlemen refers. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I presume,as the gentleman 
says, it requires no particular skill to perform the 
duties of clerks in the dead letter office. 

Mr. COLFAX. It is necessary that some good 
clerks should be employed in the dead letter office, 
and the clerks to be employed in this proposed 
service must have a certain amountof clerical qual- 
ification. In the first place, they must under- 
stand reading and .writing tolerably well in order 
to read the names and dates of the letters and re- 
direct them. The Postmaster General thought 
$800 would be a fair salary, and I think myself it | 
would not be too much. | 

Mr. LOVEJOY. The point may have been dis- | 
cussed, but I have not heard it, as to what addi- | 
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tional labor is to be performed which makes this | 
additional force necessary. 

Mr. COLFAX. The labor they are to perform | 
is to open and remail every dead letter returned 
to the dead letter office, and there are now some 
two and a half millions of such letters a year. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. What is done with them 
now? 

Mr. COLFAX. They are mostly destroyed, 
and in many cases resulting in much inconvenience 
and injury. For instance, a business letter is 
written which goes to the dead letter office, and 
is not returned; the writer does not hear from it, 
and his business may be very much interfered 
with. Itis desirable too in many instances that 
letters of affection should be returned. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I wish to suggest to the 
gentlematroff Indiana whether it would not be 
better to put a provision in the bill for having this 
matter tested, and if the receipts under this plan 
will not amount to enough to pay expenses, let it 
be abolished withinagiventime. Now this thing | 
may do very well, and if it pays or nearly pays 
expenses, I do not know that I shall object to it; 
but if we are to have twenty-five clerks fastened 
on to that Department, to be paid out of the public 
Treasury, it is a matter which I think we should 
consider very deliberately before we authorize it, 
without knowing whether it will increase the ex- 
penses of the Department. 

Mr. COLFAX. I agree with the gentleman 
from Illinois precisely, and the committee have 
| anticipated the view he suggests by providing in 
the latter clause of the bill that the Postmaster 
General, at the next session of Congress, shall 
report the expenses of the system,and the geceipts. 
And I say to the gentleman and to the House, 
that if the system does not a great deal more than 
pay expenses, I myself will move, in the very first 


|| week of the next session, to abolish it. || 


Mr. WASHBURNE. Weall know how these 
| matters run on. I have no doubt the gentleman 
will do precisely as he says he will; because we 
all know he is a gentleman of his word; but I 
| suggest to him it would be better to place a pro- 
vision in the bill by which, if the system does 
not pay its own expenses, it shall, by its own 
terms, be abolished. 

Mr. COLFAX. I will also state that the sys- 
| tem has been already tested to a sufficient extent | 
to furnish reliable data in this respect. At the 
last session of Congress, the Postmaster General 
was authorized to return a portion of the dead 
letters, and charge postage on them. The result 
has been that eleven twelfths of such letters have 
been taken out by the writers, and the postage | 
raid. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I would like to | 
ascertain how many additional clerks it is pro- 
pone toemploy. It may be that the information 
as already been given in the course of this dis- 
cussion, but there has been so much general busi- 
ness transacted of every description on this side 
of the House, while it has been going on, that I 
have been able to hear only occasionally a word. 
1 desire, if it is possible, to get some informa- 
tion in reference to this matter before it is acted 
upon. 

Mr. COLFAX. 
the gentleman, and also explain the whole matter 
to him by reading an extract from the report of | 
the Postmaster General, upon which this bill is | 


** About two million five hundred thousand dead letters 
are annually received, and, excluding letters without the 
signature or address of the writer, and those containing 
circulars and manifestly worthless matter, it is estimated 
| that one million five hundred thousand could be returned 
to the post office of the writer. If one fourth of these were 
refused or uncalled for, the Department, under existinglaw, | 
would receive from postages on the remaining one million 
one hundred and twenty-five thousand the suin of $33,750. 

** The number of clerks required toexamine and send out 
one million five bundred thousand letters would not ex- | 
ceed twenty-five, and their compensation, at $809 per an 
| num, whichis deemed sufficient forthe nature of theser- | 
| vice to be performed, would amount to $20,000, leaving a 
| net revenue to the Department of $13,750. 

“In view of the eucouraging results already attained, by | 
the partial use of the unclaimed dead letter money for this 
purpose, I would respectfully recommend that authority be | 
granted by Congress to employ the proposed clerks, and that 
$20,000 be appropriated therefor, in addition to the ordi 
nary appropriation for officers and clerks in this Department. 

*T would also suggest that valuable dead letters, when 
returned to their owners, should be charged with treble the 
ordinary rate of postage, comprising one rate for return | 
transportation to the dead letter office, one rate for regis- | 
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I will answer the question of || 


founded. He says: || 


writers or owners. It has already been shown that the fail- 
ure of such letters to reach their destination is rarely attrib 
utable to the Department, while in their restoration much 
time and labor is expended, for which the ordinary letter 
postage is scarcely a suflicient recompense. 

“ Por the same reasons, unregistered letters thus returned 








| might be charged with double rates.” 


I will merely add that the provisions of the bill 
correspond with all these regulations, 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Lunderstand from 
this bill,and from what lI suppose is the course of 
all the Departments, that there will be twenty-five 
additional clerks, for I do not suppose for a mo- 
ment they will appoint less than the full number 
authorized, (that has not been the course of pro- 
ceeding in any Department, so far as [am aware,) 
and they will be pressed to appoint a good many 
more. I understand and appreciate the embar- 


| rassment they labor under, but as the bill now 
| stands it may be set down that twenty-five addi- 


tional clerks will be appointed. Now, I am op- 
posed t6 the bill in that particular, because I do 
not believe that so large a number of clerks are 
necessary. Certainly a larger number cannot be 


| required for this service than is now employed in 


the dead letter office. I desire to ask the gentle 


| man from Indiana how many clerks are now em 


ployed in that office? 
Mr. COLFAX. I think about twelve. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. As the law now 
stands, every letter that is returned to the dead let- 
ter office is Opened, examined, and recorded—per- 
haps, however, not recorded. What additional 
| labor is to be done, then, under this proposed 
| change ofthelaw? Simply this: the returning or re- 
| mailing one class which is not now returned or re- 

mailed. Theyare,I repeat,all examined and read 

under the law as it now stands. That labor is all 
| performed now. Every letter is examined and in- 
vestigated, to see whatshall be returned and what 
shall not be returned. All the additional force, 
then, that is necessary, in my judgment, is that 


'| which is necessary to remail that portion of the 


| letters not now remailed. I want to understand 
why it is that while it takes only twelve cierks 


| now to examine every letter received at the dead 


letter office, to open and to decide upon them, it 
| is yet necessary to have twenty-five additional 
clerks to return a portion of the dead letters that 
are not now returned? 

It seems to me that there is great plausibility in 
the gentleman’s plan, and that it will have the 
effect of swelling the revenue of the Post Office 
Department if properly carried out. I most cor- 
| dially concur in this, as I will in all other like 
measures, if economically carried out. I ask the 
gentleman from Indiana to go a little further with 
his proposition and make all we can for the Gov- 
ernment. It seems to me to be unnecessary to 
treble the clerical force now employed in the dead 
letter office. If any are necessary it strikes me 
that they cannot be more than five in addition to 
the twelve nowemployed. That will come nearer 
the mark and be the means of making more money 
for the Government. My proposition will cripple, 
1 admit, the patronage of the Post Office Depart- 
ment. I have very little interest in that patronage. 
I am not solicitous about it unless some friend of 
mine thinks he can make something by its in- 
crease. If lam permitted, therefore, | am inclined 
to move an amendment, that the clerks shall be 
increased, not twenty-five, but only five. Will 
the gentleman yield me the floor to move that 
amendment? 

Mr. COLFAX. Certainly. I do not believe 
that much is accomplished by the pressure of the 
previous question. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Very well, then; 
I move that amendment. 

Mr. POTTER. I should also like to move 
| that the word ‘‘loyal’’ be inserted before the word 
“6 clerk.” 

Mr. COLFAX. I would accept the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Wisconsin if this 
were not the report of acommittee. 1 infer, how- 
ever, that none but loyal clerks will be appbinted 
by the Postmaster General. There will be no seri- 
ous objection to the amendment. 

Mr. DAWES. I object to it. 

Mr. COLFAX. Perhaps it might be considered 
a reflection upon the Postmaster General. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I accept itasa 
modification of my amendment. 

Mr. COLFAX. I am really glad to see the 





| tration there, and one rate for return transportation to the jj anxiety of the gentleman from Illinois to save 
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money to the Government. We intend to follow 
this bill with another that will very largely swell 
the revenues of the Post Office Department, and 
I trust that we shall also have his coéperation to 
put it on its passage and passed intoalaw. I think 
gentlemen on both sides of the House will bear 
iiness that the Committee on the Post Office and 
yst Roads have endeavored in their reforms to 
swell the revenue of the Government in every 
possible way we could. If they will look back 
and see the bills thut we have report d, they will 
see that we have in every possible way tried to 
do that. The committee introduced the bill before 
the House with the same object in view. Itis,1 
believe, the first time in the history of the country 
when it has been proposed to make the dead let- 
ters which are returned pay postage. And the 
sucgestion of the gentleman from Illinois is futile 
if we intend to carry out the recommendation of 
the Postmaster General. 

I will say to the gentleman from Illinois, that 
five additional clerks will not be enough to return 
all the dead letters. His argument is fallacious. 
He says that all of the dead letters are opened and 
examined. I wish he would go to the Post Office 
and see how far they are opened and examined. 
There is not a dead letter clerk who has time to 
read all the letters, or even to look at all the sig- 
natures. The immense amount of dead letter 
matter has lately very largely increaged, because 
of the letters which have been seach hee disloyal 
States being retained, as well as those with rejected 
stamps, having been precipitated upon the Depart- 
ment. They are and must necessarily be exam- 
ined ina hurried manner. This bill requires the 
examination of every letter. 


Ww 
Pr 


shall be returned to the post office whence it was 
mailed, and to the writer. It requires that an 
account shall be kept of all the postages; the post 
office is charged with them, and when they are 
paid the post office is credited with them. There 
is a good deal to do about this thing of which my 
friend has no conception. It was suggested by an 
previous Postmaster General that all dead letters 
should be returned to their writers that could be 
made a source of revenue, as we seek to make 
them inthis bill. If the House thinks that the bill 
is not wise, all it has todo is to vote it down, and 
let the dead letters be burned up, as they are now, 
instead of attempting to return them. We think 


It requires that it | 


we have devised a scheme by which these dead | 


Jetters may be made to swe li the revenue of the 
Department; and we think so still. 
previous question, 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I ask 
tleman to withdraw his demand for the 
uestion. 
Mr. COLFAX. With pleasure. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I will renew the 
demand, The gentleman says that my argument 
is fallacious. He says that my amendment does 
not provide for clerks enough, and that I have 
exaggerated the work now done at the dead letter 


the gen- 
previous 


I demand the 


office; but I think that he admits the force of my | 


argument. He does not say that twenty-fiveclerks 
are necessary, but that they may be. And his 
objection falls to the ground when he says that 
there is not time to open and read all of the letters. 
The very system which the gentleman proposes 
dispenses with the reading of any of them. They 
are only to be opened, the writer’s name is to be 


obtained, and the letter is to be remailed. There | 


will then not be the necessity, as there is now, to 
read and ascertain the contents of a dead letter. 
All letters, and not a certain class, are to be re- 


turned, and the risk is to be run of swelling the | 


revenue of the Department. I think, therefore, 
in that view of the case,that twenty-five additional 
clerks are not needed. Indeed it is a question 
whether even five additional clerks will be re- 
quired, 

Mr. COLFAX. I do not wish to weary the 
House; but I will say a word in reply to the gen- 
tleman from Illinois. We know by our own ex- 
perience that many writers neglect or forget to 
date their letters; and we also know that the 
stamps upon the back are not always legible. All 
such letters will have to be read in order to find 
some clue to the whereabouts of the writer. What 
I have stated already in explanation of the bill is 


sufficient answer to the gentleman from Illinois. | 


He certainly must have misunderstood me from 
the remarks he has made. 


dressing of all the dead letters, and not alone of 


The opening and ad- | 
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a few of them, will vastly increase the labors of 
the department. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Itseems, from the discussion 
and the candid statements of my colleague, that 
one thing is certain, and that is whether this bill 
will increase the revenue of the Department is a 
matter altogether of speculation, whereas it will 


| 


increase its liabilities in this clerical force $20,000. | 


It seems to me, therefore, that this is one of the 


measures that ought to be postponed to next Feb- | 


ruary for further consideration. 
colleague will permit me to make that motion. 

Mr. COLFAX. 
pose. I have shown, I think, by figures, which 
cannot lie, that this bill will swell the revenue of 
the Post Office Department. The bill goes on then 
to provide that, at the opening of Jhe next session, 
the cost and the receipts from the reffrn of these 
dead letters shall be reported to Congress, to the 


repeal this law. The question, as | have already 
stated, has been decided with reference to fifty- 
three thousand letters; and in this bill it is pro- 


vided that some letters shall pay double and others 


treble. 


Mr. STEVENS. Willthe gentleman permit me? | 


Mr. COLFAX. 1 will. 

Mr. STEVENS. If we had a separate post 
office in this House, would that Jessen the num- 
ber of clerks necessary at the Post Office Depart- 
ment? 

Mr. COLFAX. It would not at the Post Office 
Department, but it would at the city post office. 

Mr. STEVENS. I would like to amend the 
bill so as to make it imperative that the Post Office 
Department shall establish a post office in this 


Capitol, for we do not now get our mails until | 


next week. [Laughter.] 

Mr. COLFAX. ‘The Postmaster General has 
established a branch office here, and he wants this 
House to try it. The mails from all quarters will 
come directly here. He intends that you shall 
have your mails early and promptly; and if it is 
found that his plan does not work well, he will 
adopt any suggestion which the House may make. 

Mr. STEVENS. I see no difference in that 
from the old system. I think there should be a 
post office for Congress, for really I do not get the 
papers of this morning which come through the 
mails until nine o’clock to-night, and we shall not 
have them any earlier until we establish a post 
office here. If itis in order, would move to amend 


so as to make it imperative that a post office shall | 


be established here. 

Mr. WASHRURNE. I would ask the chair- 
man of the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads if the committee has not been imperative y 
instructed by the House to bring in a bill to estah 
lish a post office here? 

Mr. COLFAX. Yes, sir; but I will state very 
frankly to my friend that under the circumstances 
the preparation of the details of that bill have been 
postponed by the committee for the present. 

1 now move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


upon the table. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The first question being upon the amendment 
offered by Mr. Keiioce, 

Mr. HOLMAN called for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
cordingly read the third time. 

Mr. COLFAX called the previous question 
upon the passage of the bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof the bill was passed. 


Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote by || 


which the bill was passed, and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to, 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
for the purpose of taking up appropriation bills. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Will the gentleman 
yield to me a moment, to introduce a resolution ? 


Mr. STEVENS. I will. 


For the purpose of having a | 
little time for consideration, I move to lay the bill 


] trust that my | 





——————— 








| 


I cannot yield for that pur- || 





MEMBERS HOLDING OFFICES. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, by unanimous consent, 


introduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Elections inquire anq 
report whether any person holding any office under the 
United States, and receiving compensation therefor, is at 


the same time holding a seat and receiving compensation as 
a member of Congress. 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. COLFAX. I ask the consent of the chair- 
man of the Ways and Means Committee to allow 
me to reporta bill, in order that it may be printed, 
It isa bill to abolish the franking privilege. | 


| want gentlemen to-have it in print. 


Mr. STEVENS. I yield for that purpose, 
Mr.COLFAX, by unanimous consent, reported 
a bill to abolish the franking privilege; which was 


: , | read a first and second time, and its considerati 
end that if the cost exceeds the receipts, we shall || } oo 


postponed until the second ‘Thursday in January, 
ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
Mr. HICKMAN. [I rise to a privileged ques- 


tion. I move that when this House adjourn to- 
day it adjourns to meet on Monday next. 

Mr.STEVENS. [hope that will not be agreed 
to. We may as well work to-morrow. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. STEVENS. I now insist upon my motion 
to go into committee. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Mr. Kextoae, of Illinois, in the chair. 


CONSULAR APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. STEVENS. I move to take up the bill 
(H. R. No. 150) making appropriations for the 
consular and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending 30th June, 1863, and ad- 
ditional appropriations for the year ending 30th 
June, 1862. 

No objection being made, the bill was taken up 
for consideration. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to dispense with the 
first reading of the bill. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The bill had better 
be read in full, as itis one of the appropriation 
bills which has not been examined at all. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The Clerk then commenced reading the bill by 
sections for amendments. 

The clause appropriating money to pay the sal- 
aries of envoys extraordinary, ministers, &c., 
being under consideration, 


Mr. LOVEJOY moved to amend by inserting, 


| after the word ** Nicaragua,’’ the word ‘* Hayti.”’ 


| is of opinion that the point is well taken. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I rise to a point 
of order. It is, that there is no law authorizing 
any such mission, and therefore the amendment 
is not in order. 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair is advised 
that there is no law establishing that mission, he 
The 
Chair, however, will be advised if there is any law 
upon that subject. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Ido not knowas there is any 


| such law, but I think it is discretionary with the 


| the rule in reference to 


President to make these appointments. I think 
he has recommended a mission to that place. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair suggests that 


ed is imperative, 
and for the informatioifof the gentleman the rule 
will be read. 

The rule was read, as follows: 

‘* No appropriation shall be reported in such general ap 
propriation bills, or be in order as an amendment thereto, 
for any expenditure not previously authorized by law, un- 
less in continuation of appropriations for such public works 
and objects as are already in progress, and for the contin 
gencies for carrying on the several departments of the Gov 


' ernment.’ 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. There was a law 

assed upon this subject in 1852, I believe. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. There was 4 
law passed August 2, 1851, specially conferring 


| power upon the President to make these appoint 


ments. It is an unlimited power. The power 
ought to be limited. Ido not know but that there 


| may have been some excess in these appoint 


ments; but there is a law authorizing the Presi- 
dent to make whatever consular appointments he 
pleases. 


The CHAIRMAN. 


The Chair would state to 


the gentleman from Vermont that no appointment 
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1} : : 1 : 
has been made to this place by the President; and || the names of the countries, Hayti and Liberia, 
! ‘refore the Chair will hold the point of order || have been inserte@,and not the names of the cities 
oe salen where the consuls are to reside. I would suggest 
we a . : e ° ; d ite cate AT Sacee, . . 

The following clause being under consideration: | that in place of ** Liberia’’ we substitute *““ Mon- 
D : J ; es eg Re ; ai 
For salary of the secretary of legation to Turkey, acting || rovia,”’ and in place of ‘* Hayti’’ whatever is the 
nterpret name of the city where this consul is to reside. 


The AN t the questi Mr. 
oe eee b The CHAIRMAN put the qu stion on I 
Mr. COX said: Imove to amend that clause by Cox’s amendment, and announced that it was dis- 


adding thereto the following: ee 

And $2,500, in addition, to be paid as an increase of the This COX. 
salary vf the minister to ‘Turkey. | »X 

I have only to say in reference to this amend- | 
ment, that our minister to Turkey is Joy Morris, | 
with whom this House is well acquainted, he 
having been a member of this House for the last 
two Congresses. 

Mr. STEVENS. [rise to a point of order. I 
have some doubts whether it is in order to passa 
law, as an amendment to this bill, ees sal- Mr RIDDLE. I oe inaonet sulteheren will 
es ay —_ ect on eennorene 5 Sante not persist in agitating the negro question here. 

e point of order. a es = S 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire || eae a aoe ale 
of the gentleman from Ohio whether the law does 4 Ch: caret Hirvoc , ee = — yt ; m 

fix the salary of this minister? | Vhair thought it was too late. 1 will not distur 
not now fix ne | the equanimity of my colleague at all. 

Mr. COX. I think it does. TI l HAIRMAN eay ba . 

The CHAIRMAN. In the opinion of the _ . ——— i me ty the question, an 
Chair, then, the point of order is well taken. t ‘\ rae ment ears to. he 

Mr. HOOPER. I move to insert in line fifty- Mr. MAY NARD. I proposed an amendment 
three, in the clause providing for the salaries of for the ee ee te - the ( _ 
the consuls general, after the words ** Frankfort- | mittee - ? 8 _ 1 LC a thin K t a ame : : 
on-the-Main,”’ the words ** and Florence.’? ment should e mace in or er to rive et ec ttot r€ 

I beg leave to state that this amendment has appropriation; but un he differs Pees een Spee 
been approved by the Committee of Ways and er mno rns stand as it is, I shall not insist 

© y - > > > , < . . 
8g and I have been requested by them to Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Chairman, the appro- 
The amendment was agreed to. || priation is made in the language used by the Pres- 


“a F ee identin his message. We thought possibly he 

Mr. HOOPER. I move to wanes, ” line sev- might desire to have the o yportunity Of sclonine 

ak eee clause, between Hayti” and || the precise points at which he would appoint these 

* Liberia,” the words, ** Gaspe Basin, V alencia, consuls. I myself think that the places mentioned 

Martinique, Toronto, Santander, Galatz, Bilboa, by the gentleman are the proper ones; but if the 
Scio, and Paramaribo.’’ 


; President thinks there are better places any where 
Phe amendment was agreed to. || within the limits of the two countries, I do not 
Mr. COX. Irise to a question of order. In || wish to restrict him. 

line seventy-nine there is an appropriation made Mr. MAYNARD. I will not press my motion. 
for consuls in Haytiand Liberia. I raise the point || I wanted, however, to have the attention of the 
of order that there are no such offices created by || chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
law. | directed to the matter. It isa very unusual mode 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest || of legislation. 


to the gentleman that his point of order does not 


as interpreter, $3,000. 


I call for a division. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would be glad 
to gratify the gentleman from Ohio, but he thinks 
the call for a division comes too late. 

Mr. COX. I made the call immediately the 
| question was put, but I will not press it if the 
Chair thinks it was too late. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will indulge the 


gentleman, if there is no objection. 


by the Chair. This bill has been referred to the |} can best be attained by striking out the words 
Committee uf the Whole on the state of the Union || ** Port-au-Prince’? and “ San Domingo,” in the 
by the House, and hence it is in order, in the || eightieth line, where they occur in the list of com- 
opinion of the Chair. 

Mr. COX. I would suggest to the Chair, with 
all respect, that the rule is, that no such appro- 
priations ** shall be reported to the House.”’ 

Mr. STEVENS. The gentleman will recollect 
that the President, in his message, recommends 
that such an appropriation shall be made. There 
are already at these places what are called ‘* com- 
mercial agents;’’ but the President recommends | 


’ 


mercial agents. If lam notin error as tom 

geogrophy, those cities ortownsare bothin Hayt, 
and itis not customary to have commercial agents 
and consuls at the same places. The act of 1860, 
and also that of 1861, making appropriations for 
consular and diplomatic expenses, contained an 


places, but none for consuls. Inasmuch as the 
committee has determined to make an appropri- 


that this appropriation shall be made for consuls. || ation for a consul in the island of Hayti, it is | 


That recommendation was referred to the Com-'!! but proper that the appropriation for commercial 


mittee of Ways and Means, and they reported || agents at Rort-au-Prince and San Domingo should || 


this provision. be stricken out, so that we shall not have a con- 
Mr. COX. I would have no objection to vote || sul and a commercial agent in the same place. 

for salaries for these consuls in Haytiand Liberia || Mr. STEVENS. Is there an appropriation 
if the offices had been created; but it seems to me || made for a consular agent there ? 

that appropriating a salary for an office before it 
is created is getting the cart before the horse. Let || bill. 
a bill be brought in for the purpose, and if these 
offices are created, the appropriation can be made. 


ary of an office not yet created by Congress. I | 


the salary or double the office. 
think my point of order is well taken. 


to the gentleman that the objection should have 
been made in the House, before the bill was re- 
ferred to this committee. It is not for the com- 
mittee now to say that they will not consider a 


eightieth line, and ** Monrovia,” in the eighty- 


House. The Chair thinks the point of order is | 
not well taken. 

Mr. COX. Then I move to strike out the | 
words ** Hayti’’? and “ Liberia,’’ for the reason 
that I have given, that no such offices exist. 


beria’’ in the list of consuls here. 

Mr. STEVENS. Ido not see that we have 
made any appropriation for a consul in San Do- 
mingo in this bill. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Why, certainly. 
_Mr. MAYNARD. Mr. Chairman, before ac- || The clause reads ‘for salaries of consuls gen- 
tion is taken upon striking out those words, I will || eral,’? enumerating a large number of places; and 
suggest to the chairman of the Committee of Ways || then ‘commercial agents at San Juan del Norte, 
and Means the propriety of an amendment per- | Port-au-Prince, San Domingo, (city,) St. Paul de 
fecting the words proposed to be stricken out. It || Loando, (Angola,) Monrovia,” &c. 


will be seen that—clearly through inadvertence— || The bill is in the words of former acts of asim- | 








Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Mr. Chairman, the | 


come within the rule which has just been stated object sought by the gentleman from Tennessee | 


appropriation for commercial age::‘s at those same | 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. There is in this || 


Mr. COX. Allow me to say that there is also | 
l , an appropriation for acommercial agent for Mon- | 
It is setting a bad precedent for the Commitice of || rovia as well as for aconsul in Liberia. I do not | 
Ways and Means to report a bill to pay the sal- || think it is the intention of the committee to double | 


in } Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I will move to | 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest || strike out ‘* Port-au-Prince, San Domingo,’’in the 


first line, or perhaps it would be better for the | 
committee, if they are determined that consuls | 
t ; shall be substituted for commercial agents, to in- | 
subject which has been referred to them by the | sert those words in place of ‘* Hayti” and “ Li- | 
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ilar character for years past. The'proper course, 
perhaps, would be to put San Domingo, Port-au- 
Prince, and Monrovia in the list of consuls gen- 
eral, omitting the appropriation for commercial 
agents at those places. 

Mr. STEVENS. In what line have we mede 
an appropriation for a consul at San Domingo? 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. You appropriate 
for one to Hayti. 

Mr. STEVENS. Hayti is not San Domingo. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Is not San Do- 
mingo in Hayti? 

Mr.STEVENS. No,sir; they are very differ- 
ent. Oneis under Spanish dominion, and the other 
under African dominion. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Since Spain took 
possession of part of that island? 

Mr. STEVENS. Spain took possession of all 
that is called San Domingo—the eastern part of 
the island. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Where is Port-au- 
Prince? 

Mr. STEVENS. Port-au-Prince is in Hayti. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Sol thought; and 
Monrovia is in Liberia, so that two thirds of my 
motion is proper at all events. 

Mr. STEVENS. Monrovia may bea very dif- 
ferent place from that where the consul is to reside. 
Nothing is more common than to have commer- 
cial agents and consuls in the same country. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Isthere in Liberia 
any other city than Monrovia to which it is prob- 
able that a consul will be accredited ? 

Mr. STEVENS. We have not fixed Monrovia 
as the place where the consul is to reside. We 
have left that to the discretion of the President. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Thatis notan an- 
swer to my inquiry. I ask whether there is any 
other city in Liberia besides Monrovia where it 
is probable that a consul would be appointed? 

Mr. STEVENS. There are several cities there. 
Whether they are of sufficient importance to re- 

uire the residence of a consul I do not know. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I should like to 
have one of them named. I will not ask the gen- 
tleman to point it out. 

Mr. STEVENS. I think there are some places 
of considerable importance in Liberia. There is 
one up the river. There is also one under the 
Maryland establishment—a considerable place. | 
cannot recollect its name, not having paid much 
attention to this African question, But | am quite 
sure that there are places there where consuls 
might be appointed. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I modify my amend- 
ment so as to make it strike out only Port-au- 
Princeand Monrovia. Since the last consular bill 
passed by Congress, Spain appears to have taken 

vossession of a portion of Hayti. 

Mr.STEVENS. All 1 knowis that these places 
are estimated for by the Department. What the 
views of the Department are, where it is intended 
to place the consulates, I do not know, and have 
no particular desire in the matter. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Will the chairman 


| of the Committee of Ways and Means say whether 


the Department has estimated for consuls also at 
these other places? 
Mr. STEVENS. No, sir. It is reported on 
the recommendation of the President alone. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Thataccounts forit. 
Mr. ALDRICH. Itseems to me that the mo- 
tion to strike out is not exactly as it should be. 
It may be necessary to strike out one place and 
notthe other. L ask for adivision of the question. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest 
that, as the matter now stands, the amendment is 
out of order; for the reason that the last-mentioned 
lace has not been reached in the reading of the 
vill. The Chair will put the question, however, 
because no objection has been made. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If the point be 
raised, 1 will divide the amendment. It is not 
| necessary to debate the matter again. 
The CHAIRMAN. Then the amendment will 
be to strike out the words ‘‘ Port-au-Prince.”’ 
The question was taken; and the amendment 
| was rejected. 
M:.VALLANDIGHAM. You are determined, 
I see, to have a double delegation at these negro 
places. 
Mr. HUTCHINS. I offer the following amend- 
ment as a proviso to the section: 
Provided, That no more consuls general or consuls shall 
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be Hereafter appointed, unless authorized by law hereafter 
to be passed. 


Mr. STEVENS. rd 
That amendment proposes to alter an existing 
Jaw. 


The CHAIRMAN. The point of order is well | 


taken. The amendment is not in order. 


Mr. HOOPER. 1 move toamend in the eighty- | 
third line by striking out ** three’? and inserting | 


“twenty-one,” so that it will read $321,000. That 
amendment is necessary in consequence of the 
addition of other officers made by the committee, 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Laskthe mover of this 
amendment how the addition of $18,000 is to be 
apportioned? To be more precise, L ask him what 
proportion of it does he propose to apportion to 
the consulate general at Florence, in Tuscany? 


Mr. HOOPER. ‘I'wo thousand dollars of that | 


sum is to be appropriated for the consul gencral 
at Florence, and $1,500 to each of the other con- 
sulates that have been added to the bill. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Is itin orderto move 
an amendment to the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis. 

Mr. COX. 
offered by the gentleman from Massachusetts. 

Mr. STEVENS. I want to suggest to the gen- 
tleman, if he will allow me, that this addition to 
the footing up is rendered necessary by the amend- 
ments alre idy adopted, 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING, I would say in reply 
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that I dis- 
tinctly understand that. | simply desire to know 
what amount itis proposed to give the consul gen- 
eral at Florence, and what amount it is proposed 
to give to the several consulates created by this bill. 
I now move as an amendment to the amendment, 


and cighty-third lines shall be increased from 
$321,000 to $324,000. I offer this amendment with 


the purpose of moving, at the proper time, that | 
Zurich, in Switzerland, and Dresden, in Bavaria, | 


be inserted in the body of the section as places for 
consulates. 

Mr. COX. I oppose these amendments. I 
think that before the committee passes on these 
matters, it ought to have an understanding about 
them. I do not believe that the committee un- 
derstands fully and precisely to what consulates 
this appropriation is to be dedicated. 1 would 
like the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. 
Hooper,] to specify how this additional sum is 


to be apportioned. We do not fully understand | 
I am opposed to making any additional | 
approprialion for the consul gencral at Florence. | 


it here. 


There is not much for a consul todo at Florence. 


It is a sort of an easy, good place, where a man | 


would like to be exiled. It is a place where he 
can live cheaper than he can in almost any other 
part of Europe; and where people of wealth and 
respectability, like the consul appointed by the 
present Administration, would rather like to go 
than otherwise. I think, Mr. Chairman, thatthat 
is the very last consulate which ought to receive 
an increase of salary. There are no American 
commercial interests there to be attended to, that 
I know of, [tis an inland place. Now I can see 
a propricty in increasing the salaries of those con- 
suls who go to Hayti or San Domingo, for I would 
not go to live in those latitudes with yellow fever, 
a negro population, and all that sort of thing, 
without a very large increase of salary. 

1 think that this matter has not been fully un- 
derstood by the Committee of Ways and Means; 


and I should like to see an appropriation made | 
for the purpose of furnishing a colored map to | 
that committee, that they may examine it fully | 


and carefully. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I want toask my colleague 
whether the appointment of consul to Hayti has 
been tendered to him? 

Mr. COX. Oh, no, sir. I never expect it; but 
I have no doubt that my colleague will some day 
have a tender of it. 
State think that the sooner it is tendered to him 
the better. I have no doubt that the gentleman 
will do the State of Ohio a great benefit by the 
prompt acceptance of the position whenever the 
tender is made, [{Laughter.] 


The CHAIRMAN, The Chair would suggest | 


that this discussion is not strictly in order. 
Phe question was taken on Mr. F. A. Conx- 


LING’s amendment to the amendment, and it was 
rejected. 





I rise to a point of order. 





I rise to oppose the amendment | 





. ‘ | 
I believe the people of his | 
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The question recurred on Mr. Hoorer’s amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WATTS. | I move to amend the first sec- 
word ** States,” 
The paragraph would then read: 

To enable the Secretary of State to have prepared and 


transmitted to the Executive of the several States and Ter- 
ritories having boundaries with foreign States a competent 


number of authentic copies of the settlement of such bound- | 
aries, and the maps and charts relating thereto, and the evi- || 


dence thereof in the State Departinent, $10,000. 


Mr. STEVENS. I can see no good reason for 
that amendment. We have no foreign territo- 
ries that we have any boundaries with that I am 
aware of, 

Mr. WATTS. I believe the object of this pro- 
vision is to furnish an authentic copy of the bound- 
aries of any State of the United States which bor- 
ders upon a foreign State. Now, there is just as 


much propriety in furnishing the Territories, | 
| whose boundaries are connected with any foreign 
* 


State with authentic copies of these surveys, as 


there is for furnishing any State so situated; and | 


thereare certainly more Territories connected with 
foreign countries than there are States so con- 
nected. 
authentic copies of their boundaries, I see no rea- 


| son we the same privilege should not be accorded | 


to the Territories. . 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOOPER. 
priation in the seventh line of the second section 
to $38,491 98. The paragraph would then read 
as follows: 

For compensation of salaries to sundry consuls, under 


| the act of 2d August, 1861, $38,491 98. 
that the sum appropriated in the eighty-second || 


I will state that this amendment is rendered 


| necessary by the additional estimates sent down 
from the State Department since the bill was pre- | 


pared, 

Mr. COX. 
ence to this amendment, if we can have a vote 
upon it in the House, But I want an opportunity 
of a distinct vote by the House, whether or not, 
when a consul has been appointed with a fixed 
salary, perfectly understood on his part, we are 
prepared to increase it, especially when it is am- 


ple for the performance of all the services required. | 


1 give notice that I shall demand a separate vote 
upon this amendment in the House. 

Mr. HOOPER. For the information of the gen- 
tleman I will remark that this increase is required 


to meet the salaries of consuls authorized to be || 


appointed under the act of 2d August, 1861, for 
which no appropriation has been made. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. HOOPER. I propose to amend by adding 


at the end of the bill, as follows: 7 


Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That all consular offices | 


the annual salary of which exceeds $1,000, respectively, 
shall be attached to schedule B, of the act of 18th August, 
1856, and be subject to the provisions of the fifth section 
of said act. 


amendment is not in order. It makesanew pro- 
vision of law which cannot be attached to an ap- 
propriation bill under the rules. 


Mr. HOOPER. With the permission of the 


the amendment is not in order. 
Mr. HOOPER. Ipresume when I explain the 


to it. 


nated under the heading of ‘Schedule B,”’’ in- 


cluding all consuls having salaries over $1,000, are | 


prohibited from trading. My object 1s to bring 
the new appointments within that rule. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman, however, 


will readily perceive that hisamendment does not || 
come within the rule of the House; and as the || 
question has been raised, the Chair is compelled | 


to rule it out of order. 
Mr.MAYNARD. I would suggestto the Chair- 


man that a distinction has usually been made in | 
reference to such propositions of independent | 
It has been held that it is in order to | 


legislation. 
limit appropriations by a proviso attached, al- 
though the proviso of itself involves independent 
legislation. 


| ceive, however, that the amen 


' , || is an independent section, having no control what- 
| tion in the ninety-sixth line by inserting, after the || 


the words **and Territories.’ | 


If these States are to be furnished with | 





I have not a word to say in refer- | 





' as I understand them. : 
| man who is now discharging the duties of this 
Mr. COX. I rise to a question of order. That || 


—-_-_——— 


The CHAIRMAN. She peerane will per- 


ment now proposed 


ever over the expenditure of any of the money 
appropriated by the bill. It is in its nature ep. 
tirely independent and distinct in its legislation: 
and the opinion of the Chair is that the point is 
well taken. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the committes 
rise and report the bill to the House. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the committee rose; and the Speaker havine 
resumed the chair, Mr. Kexroag, of Illinois, re- 
ported that the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union had, according to order, had 


the Union generally under consideration, and par- 
ticularly the bill of the House (No. 150) making 
appropriations for the consular and diplomatic 
expenses of the Government for the year ending 
30th June, 1863, and additional appropriations for 
the yearending 30th June, 1862, and had instructed 
him to report the same back to the House, with 
sundry amendments, in which he was directed to 
ask the concurrence of the House. 

The amendments were then taken up for con- 
sideration. 

First amendment: 

In line fifty-three, under the head of ‘* Consuls General,” 
insert “‘and Florence.”’ 


Mr. EDWARDS. I supposed when that 


|| amendment was adopted in committee it was really 
I move to increase the appro- | 


making a change in some consulship; but from 
the reading now I take it to be the establishment 
of anew consulship. I ask the gentleman who 
proposed it, therefore, whether such consulship is 
authorized by law? 

Mr. STEVENS. 
years ago. ——— 

Mr. EDWARDS. Then I withdraw my ob- 
jection to it. 

Mr. COX. 
its adoption. 

Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. In relation to 
this consulship I will remark that since the abro- 
gation of the Government of Naples, Florence 
has been deemed of sufficient importance for the 
appointment of a consul general. Although it 
has not heretofore been deemed a place of much 
commercial importance, it has been thought best 
now to appoint a consul general to reside there. 
A gentleman is now filling the post, employing a 
secretary at his own expense, and discharging the 
duties of the office. He isa gentleman in every 
way competent for the place. Although | am 
strongly opposed generally to the increase of sal- 
aries, am led to believe there is propriety in 


It was authorized several 


I demand the yeas and nays upon 


| having a consul general at this point. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. The office of 


| objecting to this amendment is not, under the 


circumstances, the most gracious and pleasant in 
the world, and yet I feel it my duty to object to it, 
and to call the attention of the House to the facts 
I do not know the gentle- 


place, but I do understand that a gentleman of 
high respectability and large wealth has been nom- 


| inated and confirmed as consul general at Flor- 


ence. I understand, also, that he was appointed 


| because the appointment was sought by himself, 
committee, I will explain the object of the amend- || 
| ment. 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will suggest to | 
the gentleman that the point has been made that || 


and at his instance by his friends. And the ap- 
plication rested upon the fact that there was no 
pay annexed to the place, but that it afforded a 
pleasant entrée and for various reasons would be 


| agreeable and satisfactory to him because he was 


| able to hold it without salary, and because it would 
object of the amendment no objection will be made 


be agreeable to take it upon these terms. I say 


|| I understand the application was rested upon that 
By the act of the last session, consuls desig- | 


ground, that it was placed upon that ground ex- 


| pressly ;but subsequently, within,as 1 understand, 
| quite a recent period, at the instance of the friends 
|| of the gentleman to whom I refer, a petition was 
| circulated asking a salary not of $2,000, but of 


$1,500, to beannexed to the place. Now, I believe 
that under the circumstances, no salary ought to 
be given, and assuredly I believe that the incum- 
bent of the place having suggested a salary of 


| $1500, or his friends having suggested it in the 


shape of a petition, to which signatures have been 
obtained in this House, it is exceedingly gratul- 
tous at this time for us to volunteer not only a 
salary, but a salary larger than has been requested. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I would like to know 


whether the responsibilities of that place are in- 
creased at all since the present incumbent went 
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there, or whether they do not remain precisely | 
e same? : 
‘ Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. That is a ques- 
tion which Iam able to answer only upon that 
knowledge which is open to us all. I take it, | 
however, that since this appointment was ten- || 
dered and accepted, there has been no change of || 
responsibilities or duties belonging to the place. 
Mr. MAYNARD. How recently was the 
present appointee sent there? 
Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. No doubtsome 
one of the delegation from the State of Massa- || 
chusetts, from which he was appointed, can fur- 
nish that information. 1 presume my friend on | 
the left [Mr. Dawes] can inform the gentleman. || 
I am not able to say precisely when, but it is || 
within a recent period of course. | 

















ation of troops and munitions of war by railroad. Also, 
all orders designating the amount to be paid by the Govern- 
ment for the transportation of troops and munitions of war 
by railroad. 


Mr. ALLEY. 
ment: 


I move the following amend- 


|| tracts be directed to inquire into the contracts for furnish- 
ing shoes to the Army and Navy, and the relative cost of 
different materials and kinds, and report to this House. 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


And then, on motion of Mr. KELLOGG, of 


p.m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, December 20, 1861. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpERLAND. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
MESSAGE FROM THE MOUSE. 

A message from the House of Representatives 
by Mr. Morais, chief clerk, announced that the 
House had passed the following bills and joint 
resolution, in which theconcurrence of the Senate 
was requested: 


As I have said, this is a disagreeable objection || 
to make. It is not an important affair. 1 make || 
the suggestion with the greatest respect to the gen- || 
tleman in question, and I make it because I be- | 
lieve, as was suggested by some gentleman over | 
the way yesterday, that it is our duty to see to it, | 
and to see to it daily, not only in the great re- 
spects, but in the small particulars, that, as far 
as possible, we trammel up the drain upon the 
Treasury, and confine it to what is positively and 
absolutely inevitable. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Let us take the vote 
without the yeas and nays first. 


Mr. COX: I withdraw the call for the yeas || ment for the year ending 30th June, 1863, and ad- 
and nays || ditional appropriations for the year ending 30th 


® D Ri). 
The amendment was rejected. June, 1862; 


The next amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union was read, as || 
follows: 


hn ace inti tleteis W et Sawyer to accept a medal; and 
n the ciause appropria ing salaries for consuls, insert: Ty me ci i ‘ 
“ Gaspe Basin, Valencia, Martinique, Toronto, Santander, || A bill (No. 153) to authorize the construction 


Galatz, Bilboa, Scio, and Paramaribo.” | of twenty iron-clad steam gunboats. 
The amendment was concurred in. CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 


dead letter office; 


The next amendment of the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union was read, as || of Representatives had appointed Mr. Danter W. 
follows: || Goocu of Massachusetts, Mr. Joun Covope of 

In the paragraph for salaries of consuls, increase the ap- || Pennsylvania, Mr. Georce W. Juuian of Indi- 
propriation from $33,000 to $321,000. || ana, and Mr. Moses F’. Ope. of New York, on 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I move to amend the |} its part, members of the joint committee to inquire 
a by ig it $2,000, which is ren- || into the conduct of the war. 

ered necessary by the action of the House. ciel sans sia 

The sabubinliet to the amendment was agreed || Sea eee Comes 

to, and the amendmentas amended was rejected. 


Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques- | 
tion on the engrossment and third reading of the 
bill. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The next amendment was read, as follows: 


Insert the words “ and Territories;’’ so that the clause | 
will read: 


had signed the enrolled bill (S. No. 82) to further 
| promote the efficiency of the Navy; and it was 
| signed by the Vice President. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. 
requested to present the petition of William Elder 


transmitted to the Executive of the several States and Ter- || preserve the Union, paying to loyal citizens a fair 
ritories, having boundaries with foreign States, a compe- || compensation for their slaves. 
tent number of authentic copies of the settlement of such > en . ittee ’ iciar 
boundaries, and the maps and charts relating thereto, and referred _ the Committe onan Potiiary. 
the evidence thereof in the State Department, $10,000. The eee eee agreed to. 

The amendment was concurred in. || Mr. TRUMBULL. 4 : 

ee ew ie g 1 foll || been requested to present, a petition of several 

ad the nextamendment, as follows: || hundred citizens of the city and county of Rock 

Increase the appropriation from $29,500 to $38,491 48; so 
that the clause will read: 

For compensation and increased salaries to sundry con- 
suls under the act of 2d August, 1851, $38,491 48. 

The amendment was concurred in. 


The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time and passed. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


ARMY TRANSPORTATION. 


Mr. HOLMAN, by unanimous consent, intro- | 
duced the following resolution; which was read, Mr. TRUMBULL. I have also received, and 
considered, and agreed to: been requested to present, the petition of James 


Resolved, That the special committee for the investiga- || M. Logan and one hundred and eighty others, 
tion of ecntracts be instructed to specially inquire into the 
subject of the transportation of troops and munitions of 
war by railroad, and the method of such transportation, | 
whether by special contract or otherwise, and whether 
there has been unnecessary transportation of either, and 
if so, the motive thereof and by whose order the same was 
done, and report specially thereon. 


Mr. HOLMAN, by unanimous consent, offered 
the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
furnish the House all general orders issued by him, or by 


| ment property, and setting forth the advantages 
which it possesses as a location for a national 
armory, and asking that one may be established 
there. I have a similar petition from citizens of 
| the county of Mercer, in the same State, to the 

same effect; also, a petition, signed by Captain 

John Beardsley, and perhaps a thousand others, 


same object. I believe there is a bill upon that 
|| subject now pending in the Senate; and therefore 
| I ask that these petitions lie upon the table. 

The petitions were ordered to lie upon the table. 


| Hon. Jesse D. Brieur, a Senator of the United 


ted States. I move that the petition be referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary, which has the 
subject under consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 


Charles Hunter, a lieutenant in the Navy of the 
United States, on the retired list, praying to be 
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officers of his Department, in reference to the transport- | 


Resolved, That the special committee to investigate con- | 


Illinois, (at twenty-five minutes to four o’clock, 
a | 


A bill (No. 150) making appropriations for the | 
| consular and diplomati¢ expenses of the Govern- 


A bill (No. 160) to promote the efficiency of the | 


A joint resolution (No. 22) authorizing Henry 


The message further announced that the House | 


The message also announced that the Speaker | 


I have received and been | 
and others, citizens of Pike county, Illinois, pray- | 
To enable the Secretary of State to have prepared and || !°S for the abolition of slavery if necessary to | 
I move that it be | 


I have also received, and 


Island, in the State of Illinois, stating that the | 
island of Rock Island, in that county, 1s Govern- 


citizens of the State of Illinois, now in the military | 
service in the State of Missouri, praying for the | 


citizens of Indiana, praying for the removal of || 


States from that State, from the Senate of the Uni- | 


Mr. ANTHONY presented the memorial of 
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restored to his proper position on the active list, 
and in the line of promotion, he being now in active 
service; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

| Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of Asa 
Burdick and others, citizens of the State of Wis- 
consin, praying the abolition of slavery in the 

i United States; which was referred to the Com- 

mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. WILSON presented the petition of Gov- 
ernor John A. Andrew, Edward Everett, Judge 
B. R. Curtis, and others, citizens of Massachu- 
setts, asking the prompt attention of the Govern- 
ment to the condition of our soldiers held as pris- 
oners of war,and proposing that the Government 
should establish immediately a system of ex- 
change; which was referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs and the Militia, 


HOUSE BILLS REFERRED. 


The following bills from the House of Repre- 
sentatives were severally read twice by their titles, 
and referred as indicated below: 

A bill (No. 150) making appropriations for the 
consular and diplomatic expenses of the Govern- 
ment for the year ending June 30, 1863, and ad- 
ditional appropriations for the year ending June 
|| 30, 1862—to the Committee on Finance. 

A bill (No. 160) to promote the efficiency of the 
dead letter office—to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

A joint resolution (No. 22) authorizing Henry 
Sawyer to accept a medal—to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

A bill (No. 153) to authorize the construction 
of twenty iron-clad steam gunboats—to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


| 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
| . . 
| On motion of Mr. RICE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Michacl! Nash, on the files 
of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on the District 
of Columbia. 


BILL REFERRED. 
On motion of Mr. WILSON, the bill (S. No. 


108) for the release of certain persons held to ser- 
vice or labor in the District of Columbia, intro- 
duced by him on the 16th instant, was taken from 
the table, read the second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


1] EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

} The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
|| ate a message from the President of the United 
States, transmitting papers in relation to the re- 
quirements necessary to enable citizens of the 
United States, who wish to be exhibitors at the 
industrial exhibition to be held in London, 1862; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

He also laid before the Senate a message from 
the President of the United States, transmitting 
correspondence between the Secretary of State, 
|| the Secretary of War,and the Governor of Maine, 
| on the subject of fortifications on the sea-coast and 
| the lakes; which was referred to the Committee 


on Military Affairs and the Militia, 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. FOSTER, from the Committee on the Ju- 

diciary,to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 110) 

| in relation to district attorneys, reported it with- 
| out amendment, and adversely. 


I] GENERAL LYON. 


|| Mr. WILSON. I am directed by the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to whom 
was referred the joint resolution (H. R. No. 20) 
expressive of the recognition by Congress of tlie 
| gallant and patriotic services of the late Brigadier 
General Nathaniel Lyon, and the officers and sol- 
| diers under his command at the battle of Spring- 
field, Missouri, to report it back without amend- 
ment. If there be no objection, I should like to 
have the joint resolution considered at this time. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the joint resolution, which is 
as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
Congress deems it just and proper to enter upon its records a 
recognition of the eminent and patriotic services of the late 
Brigadier General Nathanic! Lyon. The country to whose 
service he devoted his life will guard and preserve his fame 
| asapartofitsownglory. Second. Thatthe thanks of Con 

| gress are hereby given to the brave officers and soidiers 
|! who, under the command of the late General Lyon, sus- 
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tained the honor of the fl 
overwhelming numbers at 


g, and achieved victory against 
be battle of Springfield, in Mis- 


i 
t 
t 


souri: and that in order to commemorate an event so hon- 
oruble to the country and to themselves, it is ordered that 
each regiment engag ill be authorized to bear upon its 
colors the “ * Springfield,’ embroidered in letters of 
ox Ann i ident of the United States is hereby re- 
Rg , ; 
quested to cause these resolutions to be read at the head of 
every regiment in the Anny of the United States. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. President, the resolu- 
tions Which have just been read to the Senate 


were introduced to the House of Representatives 


by the distinguished member from St. Louis, and 


pa ed the House very u nously. I trust they 
will in like manner pass the Senate; but to me 
there 1s one reason why they should receive at 
least a passing notice. The State of Kansas was 
largely interested in that battle at W ilson’s Creek, 
ni ar Springfi d. And the « intry and mankind 
have a larve interest in the fame of the immortal 
Lyon, who fell in that batt] Such a man and 
such a general is notoften found, and very rare ly 
combined in one person. Perhaps I may be par- 
doned here for saying that I had the pleasure of 


a personal.acquaintance with General Lyon for 


years; and it was an acqual itance formed and 
mature dunder the mo Limpressive¢ ircumstances. 
The early struecles for the freedom of our own 
State were not unlike in their nature the pre sent 
struecles of the nation. The sam: quesuions to a 
great extent ent red into the one that now con- 
vulse the other. ‘The same interests, passions, 


and hu- 
manity, entered as largely into that struggle as in 
the present. 


ral Ly n, whose deeds 


and barbarity, so disrraceful to our age 


and fame now be- 
t} 


wHooie c 


] t ountry, was then Captain 
Lyon, of the recular Army, stationed at Fort 
Riley, in Kansa Lie had for ten years served 
t 


‘ountry t 

He was as true a 
the line of battle; a sagacious officer, strictin habit 
and discipline, and an honest man. 


: that capacity. and without promo- 


tion. soldier as ever stood in 





[lis attention to me onan occasion of creat per- 

nal fatigue and exposure—taking me to his quar- 
ters, welcoming me to all his comforts, and then 
loaning mé his own horse, fresh and strong, and 
taking in charge mine exhausted and worn, were 
acts of generosity and kindness that 1 will never 
fore The elementsofa friendship cemented by 
a unity of sentiment and principle, in an hour of 
rreat extremity, are the most enduring attach- 


ments of this life. 


As Captain Lyon, he 
free State men of Kansas, es] d their cause 
d thetr rights in the presence of su- 
perior Army officers 
who were, evi 


sympathized with the 
noust 
and vindicate 
and Government appointees, 
n there, as false to their country, 
He 
t man, true among 
the false, faithful among the faithless, devotedly 
attached to the Union that he loved, the C I 
tution that he vindicated, and the 
try for which he died. 

‘Comparisons are odious, and I hesitate to draw 


to freedom, and to God, as secession itself. 


was th n,as aiways, an earnes 
mNstl- 


flaz of his coun- 


them. Sull, amidst the general inactivity so preva- 
lent on the Potomac, and so discouraging to live 
men, itis refreshing to notice that when the order 


was for Captain Lyon to take and Gen- 


capture 


eral Frost’s command at Camp Jackson, the ink 
was scarcely dry on the order before that work 
was accomplished. 

The 10th day of May will be forever memora- 
ble in St. Louis asa day when one decisive blow, 


struck by one decided officer, forever fri 


city from subjection to the rebellion. 


ed that 
And there 
she remains to-day a proud monument, her edi- 


fices standing in towering magnificence, vindicat- | 


ing that polic 
olation. 

One Friday morning in June last Claib Jack- 
son, the so-called Governor of Missouri, issued 
his proclamation declaring war against the United 
States forces in Missouri, That very afternoon, 
before the sun went down, General Lyon com- 
menced moving his little army of twenty-seven 
hundred men upon steamboats at St. Louis, and 
was soon under way for Jefferson City, the cap- 
ital. On the following Sabbath evening he took 
possession quietly of that capital. The rebels, 
Governor and officers and soldiers, had fled, burn- 
ing bridges, and spreading destruction in their 
train. Before Monday morning he commenced 
moving a portion of that little invincible army to 
Booneville, fifty miles further up, where he en 
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y, and safe amidst surrounding des- | 





city. Thus, I say, itis refreshing to see that there 
was one general who could move his army three 
hundred miles in three successive days and have 
a battleand a victory! General Lyon moved south 
from 
of the fleecing rebels, who were retreating into 
Arkansas. After several successful skirmishes 
about Springfield, restoring order and quiet, he 
halted there for reinforcements. On his way there 
he was joined by one regiment from Iowa and 
two from Kansas. 

And now may I be allowed to pause in my 
argument a moment to say that these two regi- 
ments were the first generous offerings of 
our young State to the cause of the country? But 
the flower and pride of our State were in them. 
Th were the kind of men who spring spon- 
taneously to their arms in an hour of danger, 


only 


though we were not embraced in the President’s 


proclamation for troops on the 15th of April last. 
They mustered in asinfantry inthe month of June, 
and were ordered immediately into Missouri. 
Thank God there were no wretched traitors in 
Kansas left unhung to rise up against their coun- 
try,and to seek the overthrow of the Government. 
So our troops were ordered into Missouri—many 
of them without one day’s notice. The first day’s 
march of one regiment was forty-five miles in 
twenty-two successive hours, without baggage- 
wagons or ambulances. And before they could 
be provided with clothing or shoes they were 
ordered onward and still onward into Missouri; 
and when they had joined General Lyon at Spring- 
field they had been marched over three hundred 
miles; and one of the regiments had only seven 
baggage-wagons! A partof the Kansas and lowa 
regiments, under an order from General Sweeney, 
were marched in two days from Springfield to 
Forsythe, sixty miles, and had a battle; and after 
dispersing bels, returned to Springfield in 
two anda half days; and during this unparalleled 
marching over two hundred of these brave men 
were entirely destitute of shoes. *« 
But the memorable day about which cluster all 
the interests of that southwestern campaign was 
the 10th day of August, 1861. Upon the evening 
of the 9th, as darkness quietly settled down into 
the valleys, and light lingered blushingly upon 
the hill-tops, this little army of five and a halfthou- 
sand men set out to meet twenty-five thousand, 
and engage them in conflict. They marched by 
two different routes all night, and at daybreak 
came upon the enemy, encamped upon Wilson’s 


the re 


Creek. Immediately, without waiting on points of 


etiquette, General Lyon formed the line of battle. 
And here began, at five o’clock in the morning, 
the conflictofarms—more terrible and destructive, 


| according to numbers, than ever engaged men on 


this continent before. From the beginning to the 
close, for six and a half hours, the firing was in- 
cessant and terrific. At half past ten o’clock the 
man of all men there—the general of all generals 
in this war—fell at the head of one of our regiments, 
leading them gloriously onward to victory. He 
placed himself there in a moment, in response to 
the call of these men as unconquerable as him- 
self. General Lyon had before, that day, been 
twice wounded, and had one horse shot under 
him. He resisted all entreaties for refreshments, 
willing to hazard everything himself, anxious 
only for his men and their cause. He neither fal- 
tered or complained, until the fatal shaft entered 
the life fountain, and **the golden bowl was 
broken.’’ He thus sunk quietly to rest, amidst 
the din of battle and the smoke of the contest— 
the Warren of this war. The battle went on, 
though its leader had fallen. Few of either officers 
or men knew what had occurred. The enemy 
being repulsed, returned with fresh regiments 
again and again; but returned only to retreat in 
confusion, leaving their trail strewn with the 
fallen. Our troops advanced and took possession 
of the field. The rebels, in fear, now burned their 
own baggage-wagons. Volumes of smoke rolled 


| up from every side of the battle-field, and concen- 


trating above them, hung the heavens in the dra- 
pery of mourning. The rebels were receding, and 
the firing ceased altogether. 

But this day’s work was not ended until from 
the sixteen hundred who went into that battle from 
Kansas, five hundred and forty men, the pride and 
hope of our young State, not yet a year old, lay 
among the dead or the wounded. 


sooneville toward Springfield, in the wake 


j 


1] 
gaged the enemy and dispersed them, taking the || 
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December 20, 


Our two colonels, Deitsler and Mitchell, gallant 
and brave, were borne from the field in an ambu- 








|lance! The one, Deitsler, wounded severely jn 
| the limb; the other, Mitchell, penetrated with four 


balls! Every field and staff officer of the sec. 
ond regiment, and part of the first, had his horse 
shot under him. Showing that officers as wel] as 
privates in that country were in the hardest of the 
fight! 

Lieutenant Newell, lam sorry tosay, was killed. 
I remember him and his noble-hearted father 
(though sixty years of age) marching, camping 
and fighting with us, through the long and wast- 
ing years of 1855 and 1856, never to be forgotten 


| in our early history. 


| shan’t hurt you!’ 


| won more triumphantly ? 


Lieutenant Jones, too, a lawyer as well as gsol- 
dier, of great promise, endowed with learning and 
eloquence, the center of many hopes and fond 
affections, having but lately led to the marriage 
altar the precious daughter of one of our mission- 
aries, accomplished and beautiful. He, too, fell 
among the fallen, and sleeps in the long, wakeless, 
dreamless sleep of the dead. And Lieutenant 
Pratt, too, who was my traveling companion from 
Boston to Kansas in 1854, and a personal friend 
alwayssince. And scores of others, equally wor- 
thy, sealed upon that battle-field their fidelity to 
their country with their blood. Oh, such offer- 
ings were costly sacrifices for our young State, 
yet offered cheerfully in devotion to country, to 
free government, to constitutional liberty, the hope 
of mankind. 

I would not be true to history and fact if I did not 
say, here and new, that the lowa regiment, too, the 
Missouri first, Colonel Blair’s, and especially Cap- 
tain Plummer, of the regular Army, were each and 
all deserving on that day of unmeasured praise. 
Our regiments lost but one man as prisoner; for 
the order from their colonel in the onset was 
‘never surrender.’’ This man was taken, how- 
ever, While upon an errand of mercy that an angel 
mightenvy. This prisoner, Frank Newell, en- 
tering the Army as a private, refusing office or 
promotion, seeing one of his companions lying 
upon the field wounded and bleeding, and entreat- 
ing him for a ** canteen of water,’’ the generous- 
hearted Newell said to him, ‘* You shall have it, 
or I'll die in the attempt.’? He soon returned 
with the water, and alleviated the thirst of a dying 
soldier, and remained by him until captured and 
taken. When surrounded by one hundred rebels, 
who hesitated to charge upon him, he rose to his 
full height and said, ‘* Don’t be afraid, men; | 
b I 

Thus ended the 10th day of August, 1861; even- 
ing shadows, cooling the burning heat of sun and 
fire; our troops marched regularly and slowly to 
camp. And I now say, in contradiction to much 
that has been written and said, that that battle 
was a triumph. It was a costly one; neverthe- 
less,a victory. What other battle-field was ever 
Ido not allow the fact 


| that there were not reinforcements on hand suffi- 


cient to hold that whole country, to detract from 


| the brilliant triumph of ourarmsthatday. Itwas 
| a battle of five thousand five hundred men against 


twenty-five thousand; and a victory of the few 
over the many; showing again that— 
* Thrice armed is he who hath his quarrel] just.” 

One fact is deserving of all praise, and might, 
with many other things there, be imitated by the 
Army of the Potomac. Our colonel, though suffer- 
ing severely from his wounds, selected a beautiful 
burying-place, and had all the Kansas troops that 
fell there buried in one grave. 

Oh, if the angel of peace shall ever be sent to that 
now distracted and neglected State of Missour, 


| that beautiful prairie swell shall yet be made green 


and fragrant ‘as when the morning stars sang 
together;”? and a shaft shall yet stand upon the 
spot, marking the consecrated ground where they 


| fell, as well as pointing upward to their now higher 


life; and it shall remain there as enduring as the 
ages; as undying as the freedom they bled for. 
But the hero of that battle sleeps beside other 
graves, in his dear native valley. He has been 
literally ** gathered to his fathers.’? ‘There ne d 


| be no monument of marble or granite for him. 


All the way from St. Louis to Connecticut his 
remains were honored by tributes of respect from 
a grateful people. I had the melancholy pleasu re 
of seeing the almost spontaneous gathering of his 
old friends at Hartford. They honored suitably 


the noble dead. In that they honored themselves 





et eon 


ie 


Caen 








it, 
he 
er- 
ful 


hat 
irl, 
en 
ing 


the 


her 
the 


her 
een 
leed 
im. 
his 
om 
ure 
his 
bly 


es 





i 


ie 


1861. 


———————————— 
From Hartford to Eastford, where he now sleeps, 
the way was all marked by tokens that were be- 
coming to a returning conqueror. — 
people at home have garnered up his memory; it 
shall be to them as endearing as liberty and life. 


Mr. DIXON. Mr. President, the language of 
eulogy is so often heard in this Chamber that its 
value may be impaired by its frequency; but there 
were certain qualities in the character of General 
Lyon, so peculiar and so admirable, that itseems 
eminently proper to invite, the attention of the 
Senate, and of the country, for a few moments 
longer to their consideration, while this resolution 
is before the Senate. It is not my design to dwell 
on the circumstances of his death. The country 
knows by heart the story of that brilliant charge 
in which his life was sacrificed. I shall not linger 
upon it now, nér enlarge upon that undaunted 
courage, which was one of the*least of his noble 
qualities. I propose to say a single word upon 
certain other qualities of a higher order which 











General Lyon possessed to a degree so distin- || 


guished as to render him remarkable among those 


heroic characters whose lives and services have | 


illustrated our history. 


A high sense of official duty—devotion to the | 





puljicservice—these were the peculiar and striking 
points of General Lyon’s character. Other men 
equaled and surpassed him in originality, in fer- 


tility of expedients, in ingenuity, perhaps in power | 
of combination; but I think it would be difficult | 


to find one in our list of public men, since the days 
of Washington, civil or military, who in this 
utter, downright, unshrinking, uncalculating de- 
votion to duty, excelled or even equaled him. He 
was remarkable for his regard for his friends; but 


he looked upon their claims upon him as nothing | 


in comparison with the duty he owed the public. 


This had always seemed to be his governing prin- | 


ciple; and when he was called to lead our forces 
in the West, it was strikingly manifested. Then 
it was seen how this high devotion to duty could 
inspire the heart with the noblest courage, and 


elevate the mind into that exalted condition where | 


it seems to be moved by the inspiration of genius. 
Thus inspired, he entered upon that brilliant 
career of victory which was closed only by his 
death on the field of battle. 


presume to say, that had he lived, his career, as 
it began, would have continued victorious. 

1 will not reflect upon others. I know well the 
difficulties which delay and obstruct the progress 
of our armies; and I will not add to the perplex- 
ities of our military leaders by my own unskilled 
criticism of plans which I do not understand, or by 
comments upon purposes of which I am unin- 
formed; but thus much I may say in behalf of the 
dead hero who now sleeps within the bosom of 
his native State, near the grave of Putnam, that, 
had Lyon lived and led our forces in Missouri, 
the mistakes and disasters which, since his death, 
we have there had occasion to deplore would not 
have occurred, and to-day we should not have 
been disputing the possession of that State with 
rebels in arms. 

{n him, as the people hoped and believed, the 
hero of the war was found; in him—such was the 
wondrous will of Heaven—the hero of the war 
was lost as soon as found: 


“This man, the glorious vision of a day, 
Was only shown on earth, and snatched away.” 


Mr. FOSTER. Mr. President, I must be par- 
doned a word as a tribute to the memory of a 
departed friend. Itis not necessary that I should 
remark upon the character or services of the de- 
ceased, and I shall not; they are familiarly known 
to the country, and will make a bright page in 
that country’s history. I rose only to say that I 
mourn the loss of General Lyon from personal 
as well as from national considerations. He was 
among my most valued friends; I was in corre- 
spondence with him to the last days of his life, 
and some of the last letters he ever wrote were 
written tome. In common with a vast assem- 
blage of the citizens of Connecticut, and other 
States, I attended his funeral on a calm, bright 
day in the early autumn; and there, on the quiet 
hillside where his fathers slept, near a retired coun- 
try village which was his birthplace, I assisted in 
bearing his mortal remains to an honored grave. 
Brave men shed tears over him. Connecticut 
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How great was the | 
loss to his country when he fell it is impossible | 
now accurately to measure; but this | may safely | 





|| mourns him as a true and gallant son; the nation 


|| deplores the loss of a patriot and a hero. 


The dear old | 





courts, 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, and ordered to a third read- 
ing. It was read the third time and passed. 


THE CASE OF THE PERTHSHIRE. 
Mr. SUMNER. The Committee on Foreign 


Relations, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 152) for the relief of the owner of the British 
ship Perthshire, which has already passed the 
other House, have had the same under consider- 
ation, and directed me to report it back to the Sen- 
ate with a recommendation that it pass; and as 
the committee have already reported a bill iden- 
tical with this, which is on the table of the Sen- 


ate, I ask that this bill may be proceeded with at | 


once, and put on its passage now. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think it had better take 
the usual course. 

Mr.SUMNER. Very well. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
upon the Calendar, objection being made to its 
present consideration. 

THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred a resolution in- 
structing them to inquire into the expediency of 
abolishing the present judicial system, and estab- 
lishing a new judicial system in its place, ask to 


The bill will go | 


be discharged from the further consideration of | 


the subject. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison | 


agreeing to the report. 
the committee? 

Mr. HALE. Letit lie. 

The VICEPRESIDENT. TheSenator moves 


Will the Senate discharge 


| that the report lie on the table. 


Mr. HALE. No sir. 


The report cannot be 


considered on the same day it is made except by 


unanimous consent. 


‘he VICE PRESIDENT. 


No action upon 


thé subject-matter of the resolution is called for, | 


| but it is simply a request that the committee be 


discharged. 

Mr. HALE. Before the committee 
charged I want to inquire if the Committee on 
the Judiciary intend to present any bill on this 
subject at this session. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The committee reported 


| a bill yesterday in regard to the Supreme Court 


of the United States, reorganizing the circuits,and 


reference to the fundamental reorganization of the 
A bill is now pending to reorganize and 


| equalize the judicial circuits according to popula- 


tion. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The impression of 


the Chair, on reflection, is, that if the Senator 


° ° | 
is dis- 


| consequently decided not to take any action in | 


from New Hampshire objects, the question of | 


discharging the committee cannot be put now. 

Mr. HALE. Ido not object. 
that the question shall be put; but I want to take 
occasion to say, with the highest respect for the 
Judiciary Committee, thatin my humble judgment 


| they have come far short of what they ought to 


do, and that they will find, at least, unless they 
go further than that, that the bill will meet with 
some opposition in this body. I have no objec- 


| tion to discharge the committee. 


The report of the committee was agreed to. 
SALE OF LIQUOR TO SOLDIERS. 

Mr. HARRIS. Iam instructed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. No. 98) to amend an act entitled **An 
act to prohibit the sale of spirituous liquors and 
intoxicating drinks in the District of Columbia in 
certain cases,’’ to report it back to the Senate with 
amendments. 


| consist in the addition of two sections to the bill. | 
One is a section intended to reach the evil sug- 
gested by the Senator from Vermont, [Mr. Cot- | 
LAMER,]| that it was the practice of those selling | 

| liquor to sell it to individuals who are not soldiers 


in the Army, and allow it to be drank upon the 
premises. A section has been added by which 


| the same penalty is oon for allowing or 


suffering liquor to be drank upon the premises by 
a soldicr—a person wearing uniform. 
mittee propose to add another section, which I 


| will read: 


‘** Any person convicted under the provisions of this act 
and the act hereby amended, shall forfeit his license to sell 








I am willing | 


Those amendments, I will state, | 


The com- 
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spirituous liquors and intoxicating drinks, and any license 
hereafter granted to any such person during the continu 
ance of the existing rebellion shall be void.’’ 

It adds the further penalty of forfeiting the 
license, and disqualifying the person to have a 
license afterwaras during the continuance of the 
war. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will suggest to the Sen- 
ator that the word ‘ hereafter’? be changed to 
“thereafter. ”’ . 

Mr. HARRIS. Perhaps that would be better. 
Let the clerk change the word “ hereafter,’ which 
will be found interlined, to * thereafter.”? Mr. 
President, I ask, if there be no objection, that the 
bill be put on its passage at once. 

There being no objection, the Will (S. No. 98) 
to amend an act entitled ** An act to prohibit the 
sale of spirituous liquors and intoxicating drinks 
in the District of Columbia, in certain cases,’’ ap- 
proved August 5, 1861, was considered by the 
Senate as in Committee of the Whole. The bill, 
as originally introduced, provided thatany person 
offending against the provisions of the act of An- 
gust 5, 1861, might be tried before any justice of 
the peace for the District of Columbia, and upon 
convicuon, should pay a fine of twenty dollars, 
or, in defaultof such payment, should be commit- 
ted to jail in Washington county, in the District 


|| of Columbia, for thirty days. ‘All the fines col- 


| lected under the provisions of this act, and the act 


| where. 


| afew weeks since, the Secretary of State direct 


to which it is an amendment, were to be paid to 
the levy court of Washington county, in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, for the use of that court. 

The Committee on the Judiciary reported the 
bill with an amendment, to strike out the second 
section, and insert the following: 

Sec. 2. And be it further cnacted, That any person who 
shall suffer or permit any soldier or volunteer in the service 
of the United States, or any person wearing the uniform 
of such soldier or volunteer, to drink any spirituous liquor 
or intoxicating drink upon his premises, shall be deemed 
guilty of the same offense mentioned in the act hereby 
amended, and upon conviction shall be punished in the 
manner prescribed by this act. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That any person con 
victed under the provisions of this act, and the act hereby 
amended, shall forfeit his license to sell spirituous liquor 
and intoxicating drink, and any license thereatter granted 
to any such person during the continuance of the existing 
rebellion shall be void. 

Sec. 4. 4nd be it further enacted, That all fines collected 
under the provisions of this act hereby amended shall be 
paid to the levy court of Washington county, in the District 
of Columbia, for the use of said court. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the amendment reported by the com- 
mittee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

‘The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, was read the third time, and passed, 

PASSPORTS TO CALIFORNIA. 

“he VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
the following letter from the Secretary of State: 
To the Senate of the United States: 

The Secretary of State has the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of the resolution of the Senate of yesterday, request 
ing him to inform the Senate by virtue of what law, or for 
what reason, passports are required of passengers 
rect from New York city to California. In reply, the See 
retary of State has the honor to remark, that the twenty 
third section of the act of Congress of the 15th of August, 
1856, ordains ** that the Secretary of State shall be author 
ized to grant and issue passports, and cause passports to 
be granted, issued, and verified in foreign countries, by such 
diplomatic or consular officers of the United States, and 
under such rules as the President shall designate and _ pr 
scribe, for and on behalf of the United States.’ 

From the beginning of the insurrection there has been rea 
son to believe thatcitizens ofthe insurgent States and agent 
of the insurgents have taken passage in the steamers trom 
New York to Aspinwall for disloyal purposes, and esp’ 
cially for the purpose of embarking for Europe and else 
Latterly, it was deemed imperative for the public 
safety to endeavor to check this practice. With this view 
{thatall 
persons embarking in such steamers should obtain pas 
ports. These instruments are by law required to be gratu 
itously furnished in this country, and in order that travelers 
inight experience as little inconvenience and delay as prac 
ticable in obtaining them, the Seerctary of State authorized 
the dispatch agent of the Department at New York to fur 
nish them to loyal applicants in the same manner as if they 
should apply to the Department itself. Complaints of the 
inconvenience of the requirement, however, to travelers to 
Calitornia, baving reached the Department, the regulation 
was for a time suspended ; but information having been re 
ceived that the suspension had led to abuees which it was 
the original object of the regulation to correct, it has been 
recently restored. 

The Secretary of State is well aware of the importance 
of free communication between the Atlantic States and the 
possessions of the United States on the Pacific, and would, 
it all times, be reluctant in any way to tramme! that coim- 


going al 
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munication. I[t is belicved, however, that no loyal citizen 
will, under the circumstances, object to the temporary re- 
quirement of a passport. When the order referred to was 


restored, instructions were at the same time given to ex- | 


empt from the requirement that class of passengers among 
whom dangerous conspirators against the Government and 
the Union would not probably be found 


WILLIAM H. SEWARD. 
DerankTMENT OY STATE, 
Wasutneton, December 19, 1861. 
Mr. LATHAM. I move thatthe letter lie upon 
the table, and be printed. 
The motion was agreed to. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. WILSON asked, and by unanimous con- | 


sent a leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 
22) for the Brganization of the staff attached to 
divisions of the Army of the United States, reg- 
ular and volunteer; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 

meet on Monday next. 
PROCLAMATION OF GENERAL PIELPS. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. A fewdays ago I offered 
a resolution of inquiry calling upon the Secretary 
of War for a copy of the proclamation of Briga- 
dicr General Phelps. 
inquiry, and | believe it is usual to grant the in- 
quiry without objection. If there be no objection, 


f ask that that resoluuion be now taken up and | 


acted upon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The special busi- 
ness before the Senate is the unfinished business 
of yesterday, and upon that the Senator from 
Virginia [Mr. Witvey] is entitled to the floor. 
All this is informal. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. 
rive way for a moment. 

Mr. WILLEY. Will it lead to debate ? 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I think not. I do not 
propose to say a word on the subject. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Delaware asks the unanimous consent of the Sen- 
ate to proceed to the consideration of a resolution 
submitted by himselfon Wednesday last. Is there 
any objection? 

Mr. KING. What is it? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 


I will ask the Senator to 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to fur- | 


nish the Senate with a copy ot the proclamation of Briga- 
dier General J. W.- Phelps, “to the loyal citizens of the 
Southwest;’? and also to inform the Senate whether said 
proclamation was made by order of the Secretary of War, 
or with his knowledge or consent, and by what authority 
said proclamation was made. 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded | 


to consider the resolution. 

Mr SAULSBURY. As the Senator from Vir- 
ginia has been so kind as to yield the floor, I do 
not propose to say a word in advocacy of the res- 
olution. I simply desire the action of the Senate 
upon it. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Delaware if he will not accept as an amendment, 
**and the proclamations of all the other generals 
which have been made.’’ 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Certainly, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 
be so modified, by inserting after the word ‘* west”’ 
in the fifth line, the words, ‘‘ as well as the proc- 
lamations of all the other general officers of the 
Army;’’ and the question now is on agreeing to 
the resolution as modified. 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I objected to 
the consideration of this resolution when it was 
first presented, and it went over on my objection. 
I do not know that I object to it, or to the modi- 
fication that has been made; but I think it is use- 
less to send for these proclamations. I think it 
will only be imposing labor on officers who ate 
very busily employed now. 

In regard to this subject of proclamations of 


military men, I think the Administration and the | 


country must have become heartily sick of them 
by this time. Certain men were appointed to 
military positions to use their swords, instead of 
their pens; and, if they do not use their swords 


with more skill than they are using their pens, I || 
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| of any class of men in the country. 
| know of anything in their past training or their | 

present position that authorizes those men to as- | 
I think we have had quite || 


It issimply a resolution of 


I ask the Senator from 


|| vice of the United States as speedily as possible. | Mr. WILLEY concluded the speech which he 

We have had quite enough of these military proc- | 
lamations of every kind and description; and I | 
| hope no other military proclamations of this kind 
| will be issued during this war. 


I do not see the 
necessity of sending to the Government for this 


proclamation; for I take it there is nobody in the | 


country, friend or foe of the Administration, who 
does not regard that proclamation as a silly affair. 
I am amazed that such a proclamation should 
have been issued. I[ think we had better drop 
calling for these proclamations; and if we do any- 
thing at all, put an act on the statute-book that 
these military officers whom we have appointed 
to fight the battles of the country shall not be per- 
mitted to issue proclamations affecting the rights 
I do not 


sume these functions. 
enough of it, and I think it should meet the stern 
condemnation of the whole country. 
Mr.SAULSBURY. I shall not take issue with 
the Senator from Massachusetts in reference to 
the propriety of this particular proclamation. All 


I want is for the people of the country to know | 
authoritatively and positively that it is not an act | 


of the Administration; that the Administration 
and this Government are not prosecuting this war 
for such purpgses as are announced in that proc- 
lamation of Brigadier General Phelps. I think, 
sir, that that is important. I think that good will 
result to the country, that good will result in the 
prosecution of this war, by the disavowal, distinct 
and positive, of the Administration of any knowl- 
edge, consent, or authority to that proclamation 
which announces principles, wild, fanatical, and 
unworthy of any general in the Army. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, it seems to me || 
| the Senator from Delaware perhaps has accom- | 


plished his purpose by introducing this resolution 


and calling the attention of the Senate to the proc- | 


lamation in question. I presume there is nqper- 


' son ‘here who assents to that proclamation, and 
| there is no person who does not regard it as an 


indiscretion. Atthe same time, I am free to say 
that I consider it, to a certain extent, as an offset 
to the proclamation of General Sherman and the 


| military orders of General Halleck. Ido notknow 


which is the worst. One errs on the side of the 
Constitution and of human liberty; the other errs 
on the side of human slavery. That is the dif- 
ference between these two classes of documents. 


| The fact that there is that difference is an argu- 
ment that Congress should undertake to settle the | 


whole question, so as to give unity to the military 
power, so that when our Army march they may 
march with a well-decided principle in advance. 


| If the trumpet gives an uncertain sound who shall 


prepare himself for battle? But the trumpet will 
give an uncertain sound just so long as we have 


| these various discordant proclamations. 


Mr. RICE. Mr. President, if the subordinates 
of the President of the United States have not 
carried out his wishes and intentions in regard to 
the proclamations they may have issued, | deem 
it his duty to make the correction. I therefore 
move that the resolution be laid on the table. 

Mr. COWAN. Mr. President 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Itis moved tolay 





the resolution on the table, a question which is | 


not debatable. 
The motion was agrerd to. 


OBJECT Cf THE WAR. 
The VICEPRESIDENT. The following res- 


| olution is now before the Senate, on which the 


Senator from Virginia [Mr. Wier] has the 


floor: 


Resolved, That the existing war, forced upon the country 


by the States in rebellion without justifiable cause or prov- | 


vocation, was, and is, designed by them to destroy the Union 
and the Constitution ; and their purpose, moreover, was at 
first, and is now, to disavow and repudiate the fundamental 
principles of republican government on which our fathers 
established the Union and the Constitution. 


Mr. WILLEY. Mr. President, before I 


ate I desire to modify the phraseology of the 


resolution which I had the honor to offer. 1 pro- | 
eee instead of the words * by the States in re- 
) 


ellion’’ in the second line, tc insert the words 
‘by the instigators of the rebellion.” 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 


think they ought to be mustered out of the ser- || be so modified. 


AL GLOBE. 





| commenced 


ro- || 
| ceed with my remarks, with the leave of the Sen- 
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esterday. (See Appendix.] 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The question is on 
agreeing to the resolution. 

Mr. SUMNER. I suggest that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. WILLEY. I understand that some of my 
friends may desire to offer amendments; and if it 
will suit the views of the Senate, I ask that the 
resolution lie on the table for the present. 

Mr. SUMNER. Certainly. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. That disposition 


will be made if there be no objection. The rego- 


| lution is ordered to lie on the table. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Several messages in writing were received from 
the President of the United States by Mr. Nico- 
Lay, his Secretary. 

On motion of Mr. TRUMBULL, the Senate 
proceeded to the consideration of executive bus- 
iness; and after a short executive session, the 
doors were reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, December 20, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Stockton. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PRIVATE BILLS. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the call of committees for reports of pri- 
vate bills and joint resolutions. 

Mr. LAW. I ask unanimous consent to intro- 
duce a resolution. 

Mr. DUELL. I object; and call for the regular 
order of business. 


POSTMASTER AT KEY WEST, FLORIDA. 


Mr. BLAKE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported back House bill 
No. 79, paying a salary to the postmaster at Key 
West, Florida. 

The Clerk read the following letter: 

Post Orrice DEPARTMENT, 
APPoINTMENY OFrice, December 16, 1861. 


Sir: I have the honor to return herewith the papers re- 
ferred by you to this Department for information, in the 


| case of the application of the postmaster at Key West. Flor- 


ida, for the passage of a law allowing him a salary ; and to 
state that it appears from the petition that the present in- 


| crease of labor at that office is occasioned ‘ by the presence 


of a large squadron of United States vessels in the Gulf of 


| Mexico, mail matter for which, and for Forts Jefferson and 
| . . * 
Pickens, passes through this office.’ 


The hardship com 
plained of is only temporary, and will be relieved with the 
return of postal matters in that quarter to their ordinary 


| status, when, it is presumed, the regular business of the 


office will be sufficient to sustain it as heretofore. 

Under the act of 22d June, 1854, the Postmaster General 
has discretionary power to order an allowance out of the 
postages collected at any office “to defray the expense of 
extra labor employed in separating the mails,’’ and is dis 
posed to exercise such authority in this ease on the pre- 
sentation of such a state of facts as will warrant it. 

As the net receipts of the office for the year 1860, (no 


| returns for any part of the year 186] have been received,) 


together with the commissions to which he was entitied, 
will give the postmaster the amount asked for by the peti- 
tion, ($1,000 a year,) no special legislation is deemed ne- 
cessary, in this case, by the Postmaster General. 
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
JOHN A. KASSON, 
First Assistant Postmaster General. 


| Hon. H. G. Buaxe, of the Post Office Committee, House of 


Representatives. 

Mr. BLAKE moved that the bill be laid upon 
the table. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

MICHAEL BORD. 

Mr. BLAKE, from the same committee, sub- 
mitted an adverse report in the case of Michael 
Bord; which was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

GEORGE W. SAMPSON. 


Mr. DUELL, from the Committee on Revolu- 


‘tionary Claims, reported a bill for the relief of 


George W. Sampson; which was read a first and 


| second time by its title, referred to a Committce 


of the Whole House on the Private Calendar, 
and, with the accompanying report, ordered to be 
printed. 


BENJAMIN MONTAGUE. 


Mr. DUELL, from the same committee, sub- 
mitted an adverse report on the petition of Benja- 
min Montague, an heir of Benjamin Montague, 
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|| famili iends, duly certified in writing, and || 
‘ees in the war of the Revolu- || families or friends, duly certified in writing, and }) 
deceased, for services in | by them, or by some commissioned officer of such | 


tion; which was laid upon the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 
JOUN CASSIDAY. 


On motion of Mr. DUELL, it was ordered that 
leave be granted for the withdrawal of the papers 
of John Cassiday, now on the files of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

JOHN M'LAUGULIN. 


Mr. NOELL, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the benefit of the 


heirs and legal representatives of John McLaugh- 
lin; which was read a first and second time by its | 


title, referred toa Committee of the Whole House 


on the Private Calendar, and, with the accom- | 


panying report, ordered to be printed. 
BRANCHU MINT IN COLORADO. 


Mr. BENNETT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill to establish a branch of the United 
States Mint at Denver, in the Territory of Colo- 
rado; which was read a first and second time by 
its title. 

Mr. BENNETT. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred toa special committee. : 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
disagreed to. 

The bill was referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means. 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF UTAH. 
Mr. BERNHISEL, by unanimous consent, 


introduced the following resolution; which was 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Territories be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of providing for a geological 
survey of the Territory of Utah; and that said committee 
report by bill or otherwise. 

DESTRUCTION OF PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. DUNN, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That so much of the report of the Superintend- 
ent of Public Printing as relates to the destruction by fire 
of the sheets of the second volume of the Patent Office Re- 
port, Mechanical Department, for 1860, be referred to the 
Committee on Printing, and that said committee be in- 


structed to reportas early as practicable the cost of printing 
another edition of the volume destroyed. 


OFFICERS OF VOLUNTEERS. 
Mr. LAW, by unanimous consent, introduced 
the following resolution; which was read, con- 
sidered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed tu inquire into the expediency of directing the Pay 


master General of the Army to authorize the paymasters || 
and additional paymasters of the Army to credit and pay | 


all commissioned officers of volunteers their established 
pay and allowances from the date of the acceptance of their 
commissions, and of taking the ath of allegiance, in the 
same manner as provided for in the regulat.ons of the Army 
for officers appointed by the I’resident of the United States. 


PRESERVATION OF MASSACHUSETTS HARBORS. 


Mr. ELIOT, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill for the 
preservation of the harbors at Provincetown and Piymouth, 


in Massachusetts, in order that the same may be available 
for commerce and for national defenses. 


Mr. OLIN. I call for the regular order of busi- | 


ness. 


The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- | 


ness is the call of committees for bills of a general 
character, commencing where the call left off yes- 


terday, which was at the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 


ALLOTMENT CERTIFICATES. 


Mr. OLIN. I wish to report back from the 
Committee on Military Affairs a measure which 
has once been before the House. It is the bill 


(S. No. 84) providing for allotment certificates 
among the volunteer forces. I wish to have the 


bill read and put upon its passage. 


__ The bill, which was read, provides that the Pres- 
ident shall appoint for each State having volun- 
teers in the service of the United States, not ex- 
ceeding three persons, who shall be authorized 
by the President’s commission to visit the several 
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|| department, attested in pursuance of such order 


as may be made for that purpose by the Secretary | 
of War, and upon which certified allotments the | 
several paymasters shall, at each regular pay- | 
ment to the troops, give drafts payable in the city | 
| of New York to the orderof such persons to whom 


such allotments were or may be made; that each 
person appvinted as commissioner to carry into 
effect the foregoing provisions shall receive no 


| of the United States; and that the fifth section of 
| the act of June 12, 1858, giving sutlers a lien upon 
soldiers’ pay be repealed, and that all regulations 
giving sutlers rights and privileges beyond the 
rules and articles of war be abrogated. 

Mr. HOLMAN. The bill, as it passed the 
House in the first place, provided for the appoint- 
ment of one or more paymasters for the several 
States. I desire to know whether this bill con- 
tains that provision? 

Mr. OLIN. We found that that provision 


| could be dispensed with. 


Mr. HOLMAN. This bill imposes no addi- || 


tional expense upon the Government? 
Mr. OLIN. None whatever. 


ters are required by its provisions ? 

Mr. OLIN. None at all. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. OLIN moved to reconsider the vote by 


which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay | 


the motion to reconsider on the table. 
| ‘The latter motion was agreed to. 
COURTS-MARTIAL IN THE ARMY. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, from the Committee 
on Military Affairs, reported back a bill (S. No. 
83) relative to courts-martial in the Army. 


The bill, which was read, provides that in time | 


of war the commander of a division or separate 
brigade may appoint general courts-martial, and 
confirm, execute, pardon, and mitigate their sen- 
tences, as allowed and restrained in the sixty-fifth 
and eighty-ninth articles of war to commanders 
of armies and departments; provided, that sen- 
tences of such courts extending to loss of life or 
dismission ofa commissioned officer, shall require 
the confirmation of the general commanding the 
| army in the field to which the division or brigade 
belongs; and provided further, that when the 
division or brigade commander shall be the accuser 


next higher commander. 
|| The bill was ordered to beread a third time; 


| and it was accordingly read the third time, and | 


passed. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
| the vote by which the bill was passed; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


| DEFENSES OF WASHINGTON. 
Mr. STEVENS, from the Committee of Ways 
| and Means, reported a bill making an appropria- 
tion for completing the defenses of Washington; 
which was read a first and second time. 

The bill, which was read, appropriates $150,000 
to complete the defenses of Washington. 

Mr. STEVENS. 1 ask unanimous consent to 

ut the bill upon its passage. 


among the estimates? 


} 
| 
| 
} 





mates of the Secretary of War, and a letter of Mr. 

Barnard, chief engineer, saying that it is neces- 

sary, and that the appropriation should be made 

as early as possible. I will have the letter read. 
The letter was read, as follows: 


Orrice or Curer ENGINEER, 
ARMY OF THE Potomac, December 7, 1861. 


mediate appropriation of $150,000 be asked for “* complet- 
ing the defenses of Washington.” 


I mentioned in that letter that our defensive system, thus 
far, consisted of about forty-eight works, mounting over 
300 guns, some of which are of very large size; and I may 
add that the actual defensive perimeter occupied is about 
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pay or emolument whatever from the Treasury | 


Mr. HOLMAN. And no additional paymas- | 


: }} 
or prosecutor, the court shall be appointed by the | 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Isthat expenditure | 
Mr. STEVENS. I hold in my hands the esti- 


GENERAL: By letter of the 6th I requested that an im- 


thirty-five miles, exceeding the length of the famous (and 
hitherto the most extensive fortified by gxtemporized field 
works) lines of Torres Vedras by several miles. The 
amount which has been expended will not, therefore, con- 


departments of the Army in which volunteers 
from their respective States may be, and there" 
procure from said volunteers from time to time || 


their respective allotments of their pay to their || built, appear extravagantly large. 





| sidering the pressure under which the works have been | 
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I now remark that in asking for the sum of $150,000 fer 
| **completing the defenses of Washington,’ I have in mind 
|| the fact that many of the works have been thrown up in 
1 the very face of the enemy and are deficient in profile, aud 


| 


in many other respects the system requires auxiliary works 
to complete it, Which it will probably be deemed advisabie 
to undertake carly in the spring. =~ 

For this reason I have asked the sum of $150,000; but it 
is likely that the Works now in hand, and for which pey 
ments must be made this month, will require more than the 
balance remaining available. Uence the necessity of an 
immediate appropriation, a 

I am, very respectiully, your obedient servant, 
| J. G. BARNARD, 
Brigadier Gener sl, 
Chief Engineer ly my of the Potomac 

Major General G. B. MeCrecian, 

Commander-in- Chief, Commanding Army of the Potomac. 


[Indorsement. } 

Respectfully referred to Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary 
of War, with the urgent request that the necessary steps 
may be taken to secure this appropriation. 

GEORGE B. MceCLELLAN, 
Major General Commanding. 

|| Mr. HOLMAN. I would inquire of the chair 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means what 
appropriation was made for this purpose at the 
last session of Congress? 

| Mr. STEVENS. One hundred thousand do)- 
lars. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
| accordingly read the third time, and passed, 
The SPEAKER, as the next business in order, 
| called the States for resolutions. 


PAY OF OFFICERS. 
Mr. BLAKE introduced the following resolu- 
|| tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to examine and see what legislation, if any. is 
necessary to enable volunteer officers of the Army to draw 

| their pay trom the time of the acceptance of their cammis 
sions, and report by bill or otherwise. 


CUAPLAINS IN TUE ARMY. 
Mr. HOLMAN introduced the following reso- 


lution: 





Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to report a bill so amending the act of the last ses 
sion of Congress authorizing the appointment of chaplains 
in the Army as notto exclude from appointmentas chaplain * 
a minister, regularly ordained, of any religious society in 
the United States; and also inquire into the propriety of 
fixing the salaries of chaplains at $900 per annum, and 
report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I desire to say that my motive 
in calling the attention of the House and of the 
Military Committee to this subject is this: itseems 
| that under the legislation of last session a Jewish 
rabbi is excluded from the right of being appointed 
a chaplain; and there being a large number of He- 
brews in our Army, itis certainly proper, whether 
| they be appointed or not, that they should not be 
|| excluded by law. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. At the extra ses- 

sion I made amotionof thesamecharacter, amend- 
| atory to a bill then pending, but this House, by 
a large majority, voted it down. I would suggest 
\| to the gentleman that he should change the word 
‘*instructed ”? to ‘*directed.’? I shall cordially 
support the proposition now as I did at the extra 
session. 

Mr. McK NIGHT. I move that the resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

TheSPEAKER. The resolution is one of in- 
struction to the Military Committee. 

Mr.McK NIGHT. The law in reference to chap- 
| lains requires revision, and | hope the House will 

take no hasty action upon the subject. I know the 
| fact that now a great many persons who have re- 
| ceived appointments as chaplains in the Army are 
a disgrace to the profession. ‘They do not have 
any services in their regiments, sometimes for 
months together. The whole system requires 
revision, and [| understand that a committee from 
some of the eastern cities have been here within 
the last two weeks conferring with the Young 
Men’s Christian Association of this city, and with 
General McClellan, with a view to recommend 
shortly something that will meet all these difficul- 
ties. I hope, therefore, the gentleman will allow 
the whole matter to go to the committee, with 
instructions to inquire into the expediency of re- 
form in the appointments and duties of chaplains. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
if the resolution is debated it will go over. 

Mr. HOLMAN. In order to avoid debate upon 


|| the resolution, I will modify the resolution so that 
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it shall instruct the committee to Inquire into the 
expediency of reporting a bill, &e. 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I would suggest also 

The SPEAKER. Debate will carry the reso- 
lution over 

Mr. McKNIGHT. I presume, by unanimous 
Col hg SAS rgestion may be made. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- 





tol 

Vir. McK NIGHT. I suggest to the gentleman 
that he amend his resolution as I have suggested. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I will amend the resolution 
as the gentleman desi 

‘Tin resoluuion, modifi d, was then adopte d. 


IRELAND. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE, by unanimous consent, 
the Legislature of Kent wky, in relation to the 
relief from the famine in Ireland; which were read, 


and referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
RETURN OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 
Mr. SHANKS offered the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That th mstitutional power to return fugi 


tive slaves to their masters rests jlely with the civil de 
partments of the Government; and that the order of the 
Seeretary of War, under date of December 6, 1861, to Gen 
eral Wool, for the d very of a slave to Mr. Jessup, of 
Marviand, as well as allother military orders for the retarn 


‘ ives, are assumptions of the military power over the 
civil law and the rights of the slave. 


Mr. HOLMAN. 


I wish to ask my colleague 
a quesvion. : 

The SPEAKER If the resolution gives rise 
to debate, it must go over 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Idesire to debateit. 


‘The resolution accordingly goes over. 
THE INCOME TAX. 


Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved. That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bil! 
providing that any State or Territory, or the District of Co 
lumbia, may assume the collection and payment by its own 
officers (but not the a ssment) of the tax mentioned in 

tion forty nine ot said act, known as the income tax, and 
any such State, Territory, or District, which shall give notice 


by the Governor or other chiet executive officer thereof to 
the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States, on or 
befure the sceond Tuesday ot February next, and in each 
succeeding year thereatter, of its intention to assume the 
collection and payment into the Treasury of the United 
States of said income tax, shall be entitled, in lieu of the 
uupensation herein authorized to be allowed to such col 
lector and his deputies, to a deduction of ten per centum 
the amount of such income tax assessed: Provided, 
however, That the deduction of ten per centum shall only 


ipply to such parts of said income tax as shall have been 
paid into the ‘Treasury of the United States on or before 


t 


the last day of June in each year to which such payment 


relates, and a deduction of seven per centum to such part | 


Kel 
i s| 


ll have been paid into the Treasury of the United 
States on or before the last day of September in the year to 


which such payment relates, such year being regarded as 
commencing on the Ist day of April: Provided further, 
‘That whenever notice of the intention to make such col 


lection and payment by the State or ‘Territory or the Dis 

trict of Columbia shall have been given to the Secretary of 
the ‘Treasury, in accordance with the toregoing provisions, 
no collectors in any State, Territory, or District, so giving 
notice, shall be appointed, unless said State or Territory o1 
District shall be in default: .&nd provided further, That 
the amount of said income tax which shall be assessed 
against any State, Territory, or the District of Columbia 
shall be liable to be paid and satisfied, in whole or in part, 
by the release of such State, Territory, or District duly ex 

ecuted to the United States of any liquidated and determ 

ined claim of such State, Territory, or District of equal 
amount against the United States: Provided, That in case 
of such release such State, Territory, or District shall be 
allowed the same abatement of the amount of such tax as 
would be allowed in case of payment of the same in money. 


Mr. MORRILL, of Vermont. 
tion merely one of inquiry? 

The SPEAKER. Yes, sir. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


Is that resolu- 


POST HOSPITAL IN INDIANA. 

Mr. CRAVENS submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be, and 
they are hereby, instructed to inguire into the expediency 
of establishing a post hospital at New Albany, ur some 
other convenient point in southern Indiana, forthe accom- 


modation of sick and disabled soldiers employed in the 
West. 


Mr. CRAVENS. I ask that a letter from a 
distinguished citizen of Indiana upon this subject, 
which I send to the desk, may be read. 

‘The Clerk read the letter, as follows: 

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA, December 12, 1861. 

My pear Str: After my compliments, I wish to call your 

attention to the lamentable defect in our hospital accom 


presented to the Elouse the joint resolutions of 





modations for soldiers in the volunteer service. This may 
be easily remedied by the establishinent of a post hospital 


on the southern border of Indiana. The falls of Ohio or | 


Evansville either affords excellent localities for this pur- 
pose. The erection of a hospital at General Government 
expense fur the reception of the disabled soldiers would not 
only comport with the humanity of the age in which we 
live, but it would be the means of saving thousands of val 
uable lives, which now, under the imperfect system of army 
medication, are lost. It would be economy for the Govern- 
ment to establish hospitals into which all the chronic sick 
might be placed and treated until it could be ascertained 
whether they were curable or not. The advantages of es 
tablishing a post hospital for the patients of each State are 
briefly these, namely: To cure more of the sick, to accom 
inodate them better, and, moreover, to give friends in each 
State an oppertunity of removing them, whenever the sur 
geon may think advisable, to domestic hearths, where all 
the comforts mav be extended tu the dying soldier. Asitis 
now, the sick soldier, when his disease is chronic and be 
yond the reach ot remedies, is lett to the mercies of men 
whose object is to deal with the strong and healthy. 

I think it a erying shame that our citizen soldiers should 
be left in canvas tents, when they are sick, to eke outa life 
of wretchedness almostin sight of home. If the service 
could be benefited by retaining invalids in it, then there 
would be some apology for pursuing the present hospital 
p bliecy. 

I drop you these few hints to call your attention to the 
subject. Your experience in the late war with Mexico 
enables you to speak authoritatively about this matter. 

JAMES 8. ATHON. 

Hon. J. A. CRAVENS. 


The resolution was agreed to; and the letter 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
MESSAGE FROM TIE SENATE. 

A message from the Senate by Mr. Forney, its 
Secretary, announced that the Senate had con- 
> curred in the resolution of the House expressive 
of the recognition by Congress of the gallant and 
patriotic services of the late Brigadier General 
Nathaniel Lyon, and the officers and soldiers un- 
der his command at the battle of Springfield. 


FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 
Mr. JULIAN. I offer the following resolution, 
and move the previous question upon it: 


Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 


report a bill, so amending the fugitive slave law enacted in 
1850 as to forbid the recapture or return of any fugitive from 
labor without satistactory proof first made that the claimant 
of such tugitive is loyal to the Government. 


Mr. HOLMAN moved to lay the resolution 


upon the table. 

Mr. JULIAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I would ask my colleague 
whether he is willing to modify his resolution so 
as to make it one of inquiry merely? That will 
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Mr. CRAVENS demanded the yeas and nays 

. > 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. lLask the unanimouscon- 
sent of the House to submit a request to the mover 
of this resolution. 

There was no objection. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I desire that the mover 
shall confine his resolution to the States which 
have seceded, or may hereafter secede. I donot 
think it ought to apply tomy State. Suppose my 
servant goes off, 1 shall have to take proof in 
Kentucky that lam aloyalman. I do notknow 
whether I could prove it or not. [Laughter.] Con- 
fine the resolution to the States that have seced: d, 
and it will do no great harm, 

Mr. JULIAN. I wish to say simply that this 
resolution, as now framed, suits me admirably, 
and I prefer not to make any modification. 

The question was taken on the adoption of the 
resolution; and it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 78, nays 39; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, 
Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel s, 
Blair, Blake, Butfinton, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, Fred- 
erick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Conway, Covode, Cut- 
ler, Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Fenton, 
Fessenden, Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gurley, 
Hale, Hanchett, Harrison, Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, Loo- 
inis, Lovejoy, McKean, McKnight, MePherson, Mitchell, 
Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Olin, Patton, 
Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John H. Rice, Riddle, Ed- 
ward H. Rollins, Sargeant, Shanks, Shellabarger, Sherman, 
Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Benjamin F. Thomas, Train, 
Trowbridge, Vandever, Wall, Wallace, E. P. Walton, 
Washburne, Wheeler, Whaley, Albert 5. White, Wilson, 
Windom, and Worcester—78. 

NAYS--Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, Cobb, 
Cooper, Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Dunlap, English, Fouke, 
Grider, Harding, Holman, Johnson, Law, Lazear, Leary, 
Lehman, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, Morris, Noble, Noell, 
Norton, Nugen, Pendleton, Robinson, Shiel, John B. Steele, 
William G, Steele, Vallandigham, Wadsworth, Webster, 
Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, and Wright—39. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. JULIAN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution was adopted; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


WAR ADVANCES BY STATES. 
Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, submitted the fol- 


lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 





| and agreed to: 


make it entirely harmless, and I shall have no | 


obje ction to it. 

Mr. JULIAN. 

The question was taken on Mr. Hotman’s mo- 
tion; and it was decided in the negative—yeas 39, 
nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle,George I. 
Browne, Cobb, Cooper, Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Dunlap, 
English, Fouke, Grider, Harding, Holman, Johnson, Law, 
Lazear, Leary, Lehman, Mallory, Morris, Noble, Noell, 
Norton, Nugen, Odell, Pendleton, Robinson, Shiel, Jobn 
B. Steele, William G. Steele, Vallandigham, Wadsworth, 
Webster, Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodrutf, and 
Wright—39. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, 
Jaxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. 
Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Buruham, Chamberlin, Clark, Col- 
fax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Cutler, 
Davis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Fessenden, 
Franchot, Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Gurley, Hale, Hanchett, 
Harrison, Hooper, Hutchins, Julian, William Kellogg, Lan- 
sing, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, Marston, 


I prefer it in its present form. | 


Mitchell, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, | 


Olin, Patton, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John H. Rice, 
Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargeant, Sedgwick, Shanks, 
Shellabarger, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Ben- 
jamin F. Thomas, Train, Vandever, Wall, Wallace, E. P 
Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Whaley, Albert 8. White, 
Wilson, Windom, and Worcester—78. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution upon | 


the table. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. MALLORY asked leave toexplain his vote. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM objected. 

Mr. SERGEANT stated that Mr. Puetps, of 
California, was absent onaccount of illness in his 
family. 


Mr. BROWNE, of Rhode Island, stated that | 


Mr. Suerrievp was confined to his room by sick- 
ness. 


The result of the vote having been announced 


as above recorded, the question recurred upon | 


seconding the dgmand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question tered; being upon the adoption 
of the resolution, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to the 
several States which have made advances to the United 
States forthe enrollment, subsistence, or equipment of their 
respective quotas of volunteers, interest on the money or 
amounts so advaneed. 


THANKS TO COLONEL MULLIGAN AND HIS MEN. 
Mr. ARNOLD introduced a joint resolution 


giving the thanks of Congress to Colonel James 
A. Mulligan and the officers and men under his 
command, for the heroic defense of Lexington, 
Missouri, which was read a first and second time. 
Mr. ARNOLD. I move the previous question. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 
The joint resolution is as follows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives, That 
the thanks of Congress be presented to Colonel James A. 
Mulligan and the gallant officers and soldiers under his 
command, who bravely stood by him against a greatly su 
perior foree in his heroic defense of Lexington, Missouri. 

Resolved, That the twenty-third regiment of Illinois vol 
unteers—the Irish brigade—in testimony of their gallantry 
on that occasion, are authorized to bear upon their colors 
the word ** Lexington.”’ 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate these resolutions to Colonel Mulligan and his 


| officers and soldiers. 


The joint resolution was ordered to be engrossed 


| and read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
| accordingly read the third time, and passed. 


CONFISCATION OF REBEL PROPERTY. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and on it demand the previous question: 

Resolved, That the Judiciary Committee be instructed to 
report a bill for the confiscation of all property of all ciu- 
zens Who shall be found engaged in rebellion against te 
Government of the United States, and such as aid and abet 
such rebellion; also, for the unconditioual liberation ot 
their slaves, and for the protection of such slaves from 
recapture by their rebel masters. 

The question being on seconding the previous 
question, 

Mr. LOVEJOY demanded tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. W orcEsTER 
dnd SHERMAN were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 41, noes 47; no quorum voting. 

















1861. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. [ask that the Speaker 
order tellers again, under the rule. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I object. 

The SPEAKER. If gentlemen do not vote, the 
Chair takes it for granted that there is not a quo- 


rum present. ; 

M. VALLANDIGHAM. I suppose there is 
evidently a quorum pre sent. 2 

The SPEAKER. The vote does not show it. 
If there be no objection, the Chair will order a 
recount by the tellers. 

There being no objection, the tellers resumed 
their places. 

The House again divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 52, noes 60. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I move to refer that 
resolution to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to lay that motion on 
the table; and on that I call for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Willnot that carry 
the resolution with it? ; 

The SPEAKER. Certainly. 

Thé question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 61, nays 56; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Joseph Baily, Biddle, Francis P. Blair, 
George Hl. Browne, Burnham, Calvert, Cobb, Cooper, Cox, 
Cravens, Crittenden, Delano, Diven, Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, 
English, Fouke, Gooch, Grider, Hale, Harding, Harrison, 
Holman, looper, Johnson, William Kellogg, Law, Lazear, 
Leary, Lehman, Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, Mallory, 
Maynard, Menzies, Moorhead, Morris, Noble, Noell, Nor 
ton, Pendleton, Porter, Robinson, Smith, John B. Steele, 
William G. Steele, Benjamin F. Thomas, Train, Upton, 
Vallandigham, Wadsworth, Wallace, Webster, Whaley, 
Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, Worcester, and 
Wright—6l. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Babbitt, Baker, Baxter, 
Beaman, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, 
Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe 
Conkling, Covode, Cutler, Davis, Edwards, Eliot, Fessen 
den, Franchot, Frank, Hanchett, Hutchins, Julian, Francis 
W. Kellogg, Loomis, McKean, Mitchell, Anson P. Morrill, 
Justin S. Morrill, Olin, Patton, Pike, Pomeroy, Potter, John 
H. Rice, Riddle, Edward U1. Rollins, Sargeant, Sedgwick, 
Shanks, Shellabarger, Sherman, Sloan, Stevens, Trimble, 
Trowbridge, Vandever, Wall, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 
5S. White, Wilson, and Windom—56. 

So the House voted to lay the motion on the 
table. 

During the vote, 

Mr. POTTER said: Is it in order to make an 
inquiry? 

‘The SPEAKER. The Chair will indulge it by 
consent. 

Mr. COR. I object. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I take it that a member 
has the right to demand what the question is. 

The SPEAKER. Not after the roll-call has 
been commenced. 

Mr. ANCONA, not having been within the bar 
when his name was called, asked leave to'vote. 

Objection was made. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the motion was laid on the table; and 
on that | demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [rise to a question 
of order. | submit that it is not in order to move 
to reconsider an affirmative vote on a motion to 
lay on the table. I call the attention of the Chair 
to the words of the Manual—*‘ a negative vote on 
a motion to lay on the table may be reconsidered”’ 
—which implies, according to the legal maxim, 
that an affirmative vote cannot. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that, on 
any motion, a motion to reconsider may be made; 
and overrules the point of order. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. I move to lay the motion 
to reconsider on the table. 1 voted with the gen- 
tleman from Illinois, and do not want him to re- 
consider his vote. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. On that I call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 62, nays 60; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, Francis 
P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, George H. Browne, Burnham, 
Calvert, Cobb, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, 
Cooper, Cox, Cravens, Crittenden, Delano, Diven, Dunlap, 
Dunn, English, Fouke, Grider, Gurley, Harding, Harrison, 
Holman, Hooper, Johnson, William Kellogg, Law, Lazear, 
Leary, Lehman, McKnight, Mallory, Maynard, Menzies, 
Mitchetl, Moorhead, Morris, Noble, Noell, Nugen, Pendle- 
ton, Porter, Robinson, Shiel, Smith, John B. Steele, Wil- 
liam G. Steele, Benjamin F. Thomas, Trimble, Upton, 

Vallandigham, Wadsworth, Webster, Whaley, Chilton A. 

White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, Worcester, and Wright—62. 


NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, | 





Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Samuel S. Blair, Blake, Buffin 
ton, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, Conway, Cutler, Davis, 
Dawes. Duell, Edwards, Eliot, Fenton, Fessenden, Fran 
chot. Frank, Gooch, Goodwin, Hutchins, Julian, Francis 
W. Kellogg, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKean, Anson 
P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Olin, Patton, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Potter, John H. Rice, Riddle, Sargeant, Sedgwick, Shanks, 
Shellabarger, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, ‘Trow 
bridge, Vandever, Wall, E. P. Walton, Washburne, 
Wheeler, Albert 8. White, Wilson, and Windom—60. 

So the motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

DISLOYAL GOVERNMENT ENPLOYES. 

Mr. FOUKE. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That all persons implicated by the committee 
on the disloyalty of Government employés, in the charge 
of disloyalty all be notified to appear before thatcommit 
tee, if they think proper, and make such explanation of the 
charge as they have to submit. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I doubt the propriety 
of the passage of that resolution. 

TheSPEAKER, Does the gentleman propose 
to debate it? 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Yes, sir. 

TheSPEAKER. Then it goes over, under the 

] 
rule. 











CAVALRY SURGEONS. 

Mr. TROWBRIDGE offered the following res- | 
olution; which was read, considered, and agreed 
to: | 

Whereas, the act of 25th July, 1861, authorizing the Pres 
ident to accept the services of volunteers as cavalry, makes 
no provision for the employment of regimental surgeons or 
assistant surgeons for cavalry regiments, and there is no 
provision of law by which such surgeons ean be paid: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in 
structed to examine the law, and inquire into the expedi 
ency of supplying the omission above pointed out. 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. | 
Mr.STEVENS. I move that when this House 


adjourns, it adjourn to meet on Monday next. 
The motion was agreed to. 


THE LONDON EXHIBITION. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a mes- 
sage from the President of the United States, trans- 
mitting to Congress a letter from the secretary of 
the executive committee of the commission ap- 
pointed to represent the interests of those Amer- 
ican citizens who may desire to become exhibitors 
at the industrial exhibition to be held in London 
in 1862, and a memorial from that commission 
with the report of the executive committee thereof, 
and copies of circulars announcing the decisions of 
her Majesty’s commissioners in London, giving 
directions to be observed in relation to articles 
intended for exhibition. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move that the papers be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The motion was agreed to. 


* JOHN B. FLOYD. 
Mr. POTTER offered the following resolution; 


which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur 
nish this House with information as to the amount of money 
paid by Jobu B. Floyd, as Secretary of War, to clerks and 
inessengers connected with the Mexican military contribu 
tion accounts in different Departments over and above their 
salaries as fixed by law; also the names of such employés, 
the amount paid to each, and the authority, if any, on which 
said payments were based. 


Mr. POTTER. I move that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

RENDITION OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

Mr. WILSON. I offer the following resolu- 
tion, and demand the previous question upon it: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be re 
quested to report a bill to this House for the enactment of an 
additional article of war, whereby all officers in the mili 
tary service of the United States shall be prohibited from 
using any portion of the forces under their respective’ com 
mands for the purpose of returning fugitives from service or 
labor, and provide for the punishment of such officers as 
may violate said article by dismissal from the service. 

Mr. COX. I move that the House adjourn. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 58, nays 53; as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Ancona, Babbitt, Beaman, Biddle, Fran- 
cis P. Blair, Jacob B. Blair, George H. Browne, Cnivert, 
Cabb, Roscoe Conkling, Cooper, Cox, Cravens, Critter 
den, Diven, Dunn, English, Fenton, Goodwin, Grider, 
Haight, Harding, Harrison, Holman, Jackson, Law, Leary, 
Lehman, Loomis, McPherson, Mallory, Maynard, Men 
zies, Moorhead, Morris, Nugen, Odell, Olin, Patton, Pen- 
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| dleton, Alexander H. Rice, Shellabarger, Shiel, Smith, 


Jolin B. Steele, William G, Steele, Train, Trimble, Upton, 
Vallandigham, Wadsworth, Webster, Whaley, Chilton A. 
White, Wickliffe, Woodrut!, Worcester, and Wright—58 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Jo eph Baily, 
jaker, Baxter, Bingham, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Butlin 
ton, Burnham, Chamberiin, Clark, Coltax, Frederick A 
Conkling, Covode, Cutler, Davis, Dawes, Dunlap, Ed 
wards, Eliot, Fessenden, Franchot, Gooeh, Hutehins, Ju 
lian, Franeis W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, Lansing, Love 
joy, Mitchell, Noble, Pike, Porter, Join H. Rice, Riddle, 
Edward H. Rollins, Sargeant, Sedewick, Shanks, Sher 
man, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Trowbridge, Va 
Wallace, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 8S. Whit 
and Windom—33. 


dever, 


a ison, 


So the motion was agreed to. 


And thereupon (at Half past two o’clock, p.m.) 
the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 

Monpay, December 23, 1861. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SunpeRtaAnp. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 

proved. 

CREDENTIALS PRESENTED. 

Mr. LANE, of Indiana, presented the creden- 
tials of Hon. Garrett Davis, chosen by the Le- 
gislature of Kentucky, a Senator from that State 
tor the term ending March 3, 1867, to fill the va- 
cancy occasioned by the expulsion from the Sen- 
ate of John C. Breckinridge. The credentials 
were read, and the oath pre seribed by law was 
administered to Mr. Davis, and he took his seat 
in the Senate. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Quartermaster General, Com 
missary General of Subgstence, and Paymaster 
Gi neral, communicating, in compliance e with ares- 
olution ofthe Senate of the 12th instant, informa 
tion relative to what articles should be sold by sut- 
lers to the volunteers of the United States A) my; 
which was, on motion of Mr. Witson, referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia. 

He also laid before the Senate the report of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, in answer to 
a resolution of the Senate of the 17th instant, rel 


| ative to the baking establishment in the Capitol 


and Capitol grounds; which, on motion of Mi 

Foor, was referred to the Committee on Public 

Buildings and Grounds, and ordered to be printed. 
SELECT COMMITTER APPOINTED. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the ap 
pointment of the select committee authorized by 
the order of the Senate of the 12th instant on the 
subject of a railroad to connect the loyal portions 
of ‘l'’ennessee and North Carolina with Kentuc! y 
as follows: Mr. Jounson of Tennessee, Mr. 
Suerman, and Mr. Davis. 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. GRIMES. I present the petitions of sun- 
dry citizens of Marshall county, lowa, who rep- 
resent that a very considerable portion of the reg 
ular and volunteer forces now in the field desire 
to be treated according to the homeopathic prac- 
tice, and count it one of the severest privations of 
the service that in sickness they are deprived of 
the benefits of that humane method of treatment. 
‘They represent that this system of practice las 
the confidence of a large portion of the public in 
every community, and they desire the enactment 
of a bill by which a proper proportion of surgeons 
of that persuasion shall be received into the Army 
of the United States. In this connection, I desire 


to give notice that I shall hereafter asl leave to 
introduce a bill directing that one of the military 
hospitals in the city of Washington she put 
under the charge of homeopathic surgeons, where 
such disabled and sick officers and soldiers as de- 
sire that method of treatment may be sent for that 
purpose. I move that the petition be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs and th Mi- 


litia. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. GRIMES present d the petition of Nathan 
Fush and others, citizens of Powasheak county, 
lowa, praying the location of a national armory 
at Rock Island, Illinois; which was ordered to lie 
on the table, a bill to accomplish the object being 
already on the Calendar. 


He also presented the petition of E. D. Mont- 
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gomery and others, citizens of Black Hawk coun- 





ty, lowa, praying for the location of a national || 


armory at Rock Island, Illinois; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of H. F. Thomas 
and others, citizens of Pleasant Valley, Scott 
county, lowa, praying the location of a national 
armory at Rock Island, Illinois; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SUMNER presented the petition of E. 
Schroeter and others, German citizens of Boston, 
Massachusetts, praying that measures be adopted 
to secure the freedom of the pre: 


constitutional 


s arainst all un- 
interference of the Administration, 
and to prohibit all suppression of the liberty of 
the mails; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Oliver P. Drury 
and others, citizens of Cass county, Michigan, 
praying the total abolition of slavery throughout 
the country; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

Lie also pres nted the peution of Samuel H. 
Peckham and others, citizens of the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, praying theabolition of slavery; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judictary. 

He also presented the petuuon of N. M. Merritt 
and others, citizens of Massachusetts, for the abo- 
lition of slavery throughout the country; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Healso presented the petition of Alanson Ham- 
ilton and others, citizensof West Brookfield, Mas- 

achusetts, for the abolition of slavery throughout 
the country; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judi mary. 

Mr. NESMITH presented the memorial of 
Major Llewellyn Jones, first cavalry, praying to 
be restored to the active list, and for his proper 
rank and date; which ws referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

Mr.HARL AN pri sented the petition of Samuel 
‘Townsend and others, citizens of Louisa county, 
lowa, praying the passage of a law by Congress 
establishing a national armory at Rock Island, 
Illinois; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of L. B. Richard- 
son and others, citizens of North English, lowa, 
praying the passage of a law by Congress estab- 
lishing a national armory at Rock Island, Illinois; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of J. Q. Buffing- 
ton, sr., and others, citizens of Louisa county, 
lowa, praying the passage of a law by Congress 
establishing a national armory at Rock Island, 
Illinois; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

He also presented the petition of William 
Scott, jr., and others, citizens of Rome, lowa, 
praying the passage of a law by Congress estab- 
lishing a national armory at Rock Island, Illinois; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. HARRIS presented the petition of Isaac 
Vanderpoel, late United States Army pension 
agent at Albany, New York, praying compensa- 
tion for his services; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. CHANDLER presented the petition of A. 
H. Morrison and one hundred and fifty others, 
citizens of Michigan, praying for the abolition of 
slavery; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of William M. 
Sullivan and others, of Jackson county, Michi- 
gan, praying for the abolition of slavery through- 
out the country; which was referred to the Com- 
mittce on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Samuel D. 
Mooreand others, citizensof Washtenaw county, 
Michigan, praying for the abolition of slavery 
throughout the country; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of Henry Mallory 
and others, citizens of Barry county, Michigan, 
praying for the abolition of slavery throughout 
the country: which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

He also presented the petition of John S. Van 
Bruntand others, citizens of Barry county, Mich- 
igan, praying for the abolition of slavery through- 
out the country; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Ee also presented a petition of citizens of Mich- 
igan, praying for an exchange of prisoners; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
and the Militia. 








BILL BECOME A LAW. 


A message from the President of the United 
States, by Mr. Nicovay, hisSecretary, announced 


| 


that the President had approved and signed, on | 


the 2lst instant, an act (S. No. 82) to further pro- 
’ ) 


mote the efficiency of the Navy. 


} 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Rospert Morais, chief clerk, announced 
that the House had passed the following bill and 


joint resolution, in which the concurrence of the 


Senate was requested: 


A bill (No. 165) making an appropriation for | 


completing the defenses of Washington; and 
A joint resolution (No. 23) giving the thanks 


of Congress to Colonel James A. Mulligan and | 


the officers and men under his command for their | 


heroic defense of Lexington, Missouri. 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 
The message furtherannounced that the Speaker 


of the House of Representatives had signed an 
enrolled joint resolution (H. R. 


and patriotic services of the late Brigadier Gen- 
eral Lyon and the officers and soldiers under his 
command at the battle of Springfield, Missouri; 


which thereupon received the signature of the Vice || ; : , : 
- | been in process of preparation at Cairo, St. Louis, 


President. 
PAPERS WITIIDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion, of Mr. GRIMES, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers in relation to the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘ 
| 


| $1,000,000 for gunboats on the western rivers. 


No. 20) expres- || 


sive of the recognition by Congress of the gallant || 


December 23. 


were ordered by him in addition to those provided for by 
the quartermaster’s departinent. 

Under his orders, some money remitted to the quarter 
master at St. Louis for other purposes has been paid upon 
the contracts for this flotilla. : 

The officers of the quartermaster’s department who have 
expended this money were bound by the orders of the gen- 
eral commanding in the department, and should be protected 


— pecuniary liability incurred in the execution of those 
orders, 





While Tam not called upon to express an opinion as to 
the necessity for the construction of so large a flotilla, | 
have no doubt that the Government is bound to pay the con- 
tractors their reasonable expenditures ; and [ have no doubt 
that if armed and equipped and well manned, the vessels 
will add to the strength of the Army in the West, and con- 
duce to the success of the expedition intended to open the 
Mississippi. 

In the annual estimate from this office is an item of 

100 Its early 
appropriation would enable the department to complete and 
pay for the boats under construction, some of which are in 
danger of being delayed at St. Louis until the interruption 
of navigation by ice. 

It would relieve those who, in good faith, expended their 
labor and money upon these boats from heavy pecuniary 
liabilities. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

M. C. MEIGS, Quartermaster General. 
Hon. Simon Cameron, Secretary of War. 


* 
Mr. GRIMES. I desire to ask the chairman 
of the Committee on Finance if the money appro- 
priated by this bill is intended to cover the mortar- 
boats, the rafts, and the whole flotilla that has 


| and other points, or only to apply to those called 


claim of John Egenolf to a California war bond, on the files || 


of the Senate, be reterred to the Committee on Claims. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. SUMNER, from the Committee on For- 


by General Meigs in his letter ‘* gunboats” prop- 
er? I suppose the purpose is to cover them all, 
so that this money shall be appropriated for the 
payment of workmen and contractors who have 


|| been in the employment of the Government on 


eign Relations, to whom was referred a message of | 


the President of the United States, transmitting 
papers relative to the requirements necessary to 
enable citizens of the United States who wish to 
be exhibitors at the industrial exhibition to be held 
at London in 1862, moved that the message and 
accompanying papers be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FESSENDEN, from the Committee on 
Finance, to whom was referred the bill (H.R. 
No. 149) making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1863, reported 
it back, without amendment, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do pass. 

Mr. NESMITH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported a bill (S. No. 123) to extend the 
provisions of the act of August 4, 1855, entitled 
** An act to grant the right of way to all rail and 
plank roads,’’ &c., for the term of ve years, and 
to amend the same; which was read, and passed 
to a second reading. 


GUNBOATS FOR THE WESTERN RIVERS. 


Mr. FESSENDEN. The Committee on Fi- 


| nance, to whom was referred the bill (H. R. No. 


155) making an appropriation for gunboats on the 
western rivers, have instructed me to report it 
back withoutamendment, and with a reeommend- 
ation that it be passed at once. It is important, 
especially in view of the fact that we may adjourn 
for some days, that it be acted on at once. 

Mr. KiNGand Mr. TRUMBULL. Whatisit? 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Let the letter from Gen- 
eral Meigs accompanying it be read. 

The bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole. It appropriates $1,000,000 for gunboats 
on the western rivers. 

The Secretary read the following letter: 

QvARTERMASTER GENERAL’S UFFICE, 
Wasuineton Crry, December 5, 1861. 


Str: | respectfully call your attention to the propriety of | 


early provision to meet the expense of constructing the || 


armed flotilla on the western rivers. 


Under the appropriations, amounting to $1,100,000, for || 


gunboats on the western rivers, made by Congress at its | 
| last session, I was directed to contract for seven gunboats. 


The plans of these vessels had been prepared by a naval 
constructor, specially assigned to that duty by the Navy 
Departinent. Proposals were invited by advertisement, and 
it was concluded that the building, equipment, and main- 
tenance of seven of these boats, with payment for three 
other gunboats, then in service, would exhaust the appro- 
priation. 

he general commanding the department of the West 
ordered, at St. Louis, the construction of a fleet of mortar- 
boats, and of several tug-boats, to be used with them, and 
the purchase and alteration into gunboats of two river 


stenmers, the “* New Era” and the “ Submarine.”? All these | 


all these different water crafts alike. 
right. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I can only say that the 
bill follows precisely the language of the esti- 
mates. ‘The Department asked for an additional 
million for the building of gunboats. The bill has 
been drawn in the House of Representatives in 
the language of the estimates as sent from the De- 
partment. The letter which has been read from 
General Meigs explains the whole thing. I see 
no* difficulty about it. The gunboats have been 
built; but he states that a portion of the money 


If so, it is 


| that was appropriated for the purpose of building 
| gunboats has been, under the direction of the 


commanding general, applied to the purchase and 
fitting up of some river steamboats as gunboats, 
and also for mortar-boats. Mortur-boats carry 
guns. ‘This bill does not describe the particular 
article; but I suppose the language would apply 
as well to those as any others. There is no danger 
of any mistake on the subject. The money will 
unquestionably be applied to these boats. It is 
so intended, and I see no difficulty, under the lan- 
guage of the bill, in applying it precisely as the 
Senator desires; and I know thatto be the inten- 
tion, because it has been soexplained. 1 should 
think it hardly worth while to amend the bill and 
send it back to the House of Representatives, be- 
cause there may be some little difficulty before we 


| adjourn in getting it completed, and it is neces- 





| had supplied their own horses. 


sary that it should be passed at once. If we find 
that there is any difficulty about it, we can amend 
it afterwards. 

Mr. GRIMES. With the explanation of the 
Senator that this appropriation is intended to 
cover the amounts that have been expended on 
any and all classes of boats composing this flo- 
tilla, | am perfectly satisfied with the passage of 
the bill. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed. 


IIORSES LOST AT LEXINGTON. 


Mr. BROWNING. I present a resolution, 
which I desire to have considered now: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs and the 
Militia be directed to inquire into the propriety of making 
compensation for horses lost by those in the cavalry service 
at Lexington, Missouri, and to report by bill or otherwise. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent. ; 

Mr. BROWNING. I believe that all or nearly 
all of the Lilinois cavalry who were at Lexington 
There they lost 


them. I have had quite a number of letters from 


persons who were connected with that service, 
calling attention to this subject, and it is worthy 
of consideration. They are certainly entitled to 
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